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Course: OMOP Common Data Model and Standardized Vocabularies 
 
Instructors:   Rimma Belenkaya, M.A., M.S. Clair Blacketer, MPH, PMP 

Dmytry Dymshyts, MD  Michael Goodman, MS, PhD 
George Hripcsak, MD, MS  Karthik Natarajan, PhD 
Don O’Hara, MS   Christian Reich, MD, PhD 
Gowtham Rao, MD, PhD  Don Torok, MS 
Mui Van Zandt   Mark Velez, MA    
Erica A. Voss, MPH, PMP 

 
Course Date:  19-October-2017 
 
Schedule:  Course: 9:00AM till 5:00PM EST 
   Lunch: 12:30PM till 1:30PM EST (in Glen Foyer) 
 
Course Room: Glen Echo Room 

Marriott Bethesda North,  
5701 Marinelli Road, Rockville, MD, 20852, US 

 
Contact:  Mui Van Zandt (MVanZandt@us.imshealth.com) 
   Erica Voss (evoss3@its.jnj.com) 
 
Required Materials: 
Personal laptop 
 
Required Homework:  
To download software to your laptop to run a Virtual Machine (VM). In order to ensure our students complete the 
assignment there will be a secret passphrase sent back to instructors to ensure completion of the task. Additionally, 
you will download a large VM file that will be used for the course itself. Detailed instructions will be shared closer to 
the event. 
 
Course Description: 
This course will give an introduction into the history of Observational Medical Outcomes Partnership (OMOP) and the 
birth of Observation Health Data Sciences and Informatics (OHDSI). It highlights OHDSI’s vision as well as how 
OHDSI is trying to drive the future of observational research through network studies. All of this introduction lays the 
importance for the rest of the course’s material.  
 
The course will then move on to understanding the OMOP Vocabularies; it is important to understand how the 
Vocabulary is used and work through examples prior to moving on to the OMOP Common Data Model (CDM). The 
final portion of the course will explain in detail the layout of the CDM as well as some key concepts such as era logic. 
 
Course Objectives: 
After successful completion of this course students should understand why the OMOP Vocabulary is important to the 
OHDSI standardization process and conceptually understand how to navigate it. Additionally, students will 
understand the structure of the OMOP CDM and how one might conduct observational research using it. This course 
will not go into detail on how to perform a transformation into the CDM (commonly referred to the Extract, Transform, 
& Load (ETL) process) nor will it explore in detail OHDSI tools such as ATLAS. 


