


To improve health by 
empowering a community to 
collaboratively generate the 

evidence that promotes better 
health decisions and better care



… #flattenthecurve



OHDSI COVID-19 Study-a-thon kickoff
26Mar2020 3amEST

https://www.ohdsi.org/covid-19-updates/

https://www.ohdsi.org/covid-19-updates/


When we started on 26 March 2020



29th March 6:00pmEST



Tracking our collaboration
26Mar2020 3amET



Where are we now?



https://www.ohdsi.org/covid-19-updates/

What have we done?

In only 88 hours, we have:

• Convened 351 participants brought together 

from 30 countries

• Held 12 Global Huddles, >100 collaborator 

calls, >13,000 chat messages

• Engaged 15 concurrent channels

• Reviewed >10,000 publications

• Drafted 9 protocols

• Released 13 study packages

• Designed 355 cohort definitions
• Assembled a distributed data network with 

37 partners signed on to execute studies

https://www.ohdsi.org/covid-19-updates/


3 things that we did in 4 days together
that nobody has ever done before

• First large-scale characterization of COVID patients in US and 
Asia (Ed)

• First prediction model externally validated on COVID patients 
to support triage to ‘flatten the curve’ (Jenna)

• Largest study ever conducted on the safety of 
hydroxychloroquine (Dani)



3 things we’re about to do 
that nobody has ever done before

• Designed self-controlled case series to examine safety of IL6 
and JAK inhibitors….package is running

• Designed and implemented international study to evaluate 
protease inhibitors….package is running (Albert)

• Designed and implemented a study to evaluate impact of ACE 
inhibitor amongst Covid….need more COVID data (Daniel)



Ground rules for presentation

• We will be sharing the journey we’ve been on through all our 
our studies
– Celebrate the tremendous progress
– Highlight the rigorous analytical methods and scientific best practices 

applied through the week
– Share preliminary results, which should not be over-interpreted but 

provide an exciting view of the journey ahead


