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Upcoming OHDSI Community Calls

Date Topic

Feb. 21 Phenotype Phebruary Weekly Update + Workgroup Plans for 2023

Feb. 28 Phenotype Phebruary Weekly Update + Workgroup Plans for 2023

Mar. 7 Save Our Sisyphus (SOS) Research Idea Presentations

Mar. 14 OHDSI Debates

Mar. 21 Recent Publications

Mar. 28 SOS Week 1 Tutorial: Initiating A Network Study 
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the  
EHDEN Academy 
team on the recent 
announcement that 
Academy users are 
spread out over 100 
different countries.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Any shoutouts from the 
community? Please share 
and help promote and 
celebrate OHDSI work!

Have a study published? Please send to sachson@ohdsi.org so we 
can share during this call and on our social channels. 

Let’s work together to promote the collaborative work happening in OHDSI!

mailto:sachson@ohdsi.org
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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Upcoming Workgroup Calls
Date Time (ET) Meeting

Wednesday 11 am Open Source Community

Wednesday 12 pm Health Equity Journal Club

Thursday 12 pm HADES

Thursday 1 pm OMOP CDM Oncology Vocabulary/Development Subgroup

Thursday 7 pm Dentistry

Friday 9 am GIS – Geographic Information System Development

Friday 1 pm Clinical Trials

Monday 10 am Africa Chapter

ohdsi.org/workgroups
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European Symposium: July 1-3, 2023
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OHDSI HADES releases: OhdsiShinyModules v1.0.2
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OHDSI HADES releases: ShinyAppBuilder v1.1.1
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Join The #OHDSI2023 Scientific Review Committee

#OHDSI2023 is coming Oct. 20-22, 
and we are looking for collaborators 
to join the scientific review 
committee. Elisse Katzman has 
opened the signup form to join the 
committee, and the first meeting is 
scheduled for March 9. 

Deadline is Feb. 28.
bit.ly/OHDSI2023ScientificReview
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New Opportunity For Oxford RWE Summer School

Dani Prieto-Alhambra shared that the 
Health Data Sciences section of the Oxford 
University Botnar Research has created five 
Trueta bursaries for the residential one-
week summer school in Real World 
Evidence, held June 19-23, 2023. These 
bursaries will cover free attendance to the 
Oxford Summer School 2023: Real World 
Evidence using the OMOP Common Data 
Model and accommodation (including 
breakfast and dinner) in Lady Margaret Hall 
facilities for the duration of the course. 
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2023 Health Data Science Black Internship Program

Dani Prieto-Alhambra 
announced that applications 
are open for the 2023 Health 
Data Science Black Internship 
Programme at the University 
of Oxford. 

Closing date for registration is 
Feb. 27.
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Vocabulary Landscape Assessment 
Anna Ostropolets introduced
a pair of vocabulary 
landscape assessment 
surveys to directly 
inform which vocabularies and 
activities the vocabulary team 
prioritizes in 2023. 
The deadline is Feb. 23. 

Main vocab: bit.ly/3iTnyco || ETL/Data owners: bit.ly/3R7rYcm
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Save Our Sisyphus Challenge
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PhD Student Opportunity

Georgina Kennedy shared a recent opportunity for a PhD 
student at the University of New South Wales, Sydney, to 
join in a project to understand the current use and future 
potential of real-world data to measure, explain and respond 
to variation in clinical cancer care. This funded position 
comes with a living costs stipend, and a technical 
background is required. 

georgina.kennedy@unsw.edu.au
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Join This OHDSI Network Study 
Rachael Davis is leading a network 
study to characterize and evaluate 
trends in pathways for 
antiretroviral therapy (ART) for 
individuals who have been 
diagnosed with Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and 
treated persistently over two 
years. She is seeking collaborators 
and data partners for this study. 

raechel.davis@yale.edu
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Job Opening
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Job Opening
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Summer Internships
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Summer Internships



@OHDSI www.ohdsi.org #JoinTheJourney ohdsi

#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

ICD10–SNOMED mapping pitfalls: Post-coordinated expressions and concept 
sets (Sigfried Gold, Tanner Zhang, Richard L. Zhu, Stephanie Hong, Harold P. Lehmann, Davera Gabriel, 
Tricia Francis, Lisa Eskenazi, Christopher G. Chute)

MONDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

Developing a frailty concept in the OMOP CDM among sexual minority older 
adults (age 50+) in the All of Us database (Brianne Olivieri-Mui, Chelsea Wong, Michael 
Wilczek, Jordon Bosse)

TUESDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

Syntactic and Semantic Harmonization of the French National Healthcare 
Database (SNDS) (Lorien Benda, Regis Lassalle, Cecile Roseau, Stephanie Combes, Cecile Droz-
Perroteau, Nicolas Thurin)

WEDNESDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

Using data augmentation for NER-RE joint learning tasks for clinical history 
information extraction (Xiaodong Zhu, Miao Chen, Daniel Slaughter, Elizabeth Lyon, Pallavi Misra, 
Michael Biorn)

THURSDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

Using dbt – a free and open-source software – to transform data into OMOP 
CDM in the ETL process (Thanapat Pitchayarat, Gun Pinyo, Watcharaporn Tanchotsrinon, 
Somkid Khamsrimuang, Chalita Issarasittiphap, Chaiyanun Bootnumpech, Noppon Siangchin, 
Kanphitcha Promma, Nattachai Bovornmongkolsak, Prapat Suriyaphol, Natthawut Adulyanukosol)

FRIDAY
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Where Are We Going?

Any other announcements 
of upcoming work, events, 

deadlines, etc?
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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How To Join The Workgroups
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How To Join The Workgroups
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OHDSI China

Lei Liu
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China Chapter Purpose

OHDSI China WG exists to promote OHDSI 
methodologies and collaboration among healthcare 
providers, biomedical research institutions, and 
industry in China and connect Chinese healthcare 
research to the global community, providing training 
and workshops and some technical support to 
facilitate local adaptation of OHDSI strategy.
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China Chapter 2023 Objectives and Key Results

Objective 1: Promote OHDSI strategy and methodology in China 
Key results:

• Organize at least three online training workshops in China Timeline: 1-2Q2023 
• Continue monthly online invited presentation Timeline: 1-4Q2023
• Organize OHDS China Annual Symposium Timeline: 4Q2023

Objective 2: Create collaboration activities that encourage collaborative 
research among healthcare institutions in China 
Key results:

• Implement data mapping and ETL process for at least three hospitals using OMOP model 
data Timeline: 1-3Q2023 

• Initiate 1-2 collaborative studies on certain diseases from at least two healthcare 
institutions using OHDSI strategy Timeline: 3-4Q2023
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Natural Language Processing

Hua Xu
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NLP WG Purpose

The NLP WG exists to promote the use of textual 
information in electronic health records (EHRs) by 
developing software tools and methods to 
represent and utilize textual data thereby facilitating 
the generation of evidence for observational 
studies.
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NLP 2023 Objectives and Key Results
Objective 1: Knowledge dissemination - contribute a chapter on NLP in the Book of OHDSI
Key results

1. Deliver the initial draft of the chapter; Timeline: 1-3Q2023

Objective 2: ETL for textual data normalization 
Key results
1. Continue developing the tool to normalize “note_type”, release version 1.0; Timeline: 1-4Q2023

2. Discuss and revise the schema for relation representation; release an initial draft, Timeline: 1-2Q2023

Objective 3: Conduct at least two multi-site clinical studies that utilize both structured 
and textual data
Key results

1. Descriptive study on Social determinants of health; Timeline: 1-4Q2023

2. Identify delirium episodes from clinical notes; Timeline: 1-4Q2023
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ATLAS Working Group

OHDSI Community Call
14 Feb 2023
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Mission
• The ATLAS workgroup will provide a forum for the OHDSI community of 

developers that are interested in improving the open-source software 
solutions: ATLAS & WebAPI. These tools aim to provide capabilities to 
design standardized analytics to execute on the OMOP Common Data 
Model. 
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2022 OKRs: Atlas Working Group
1. Objective: Release Atlas/WebAPI v2.13

– Complete the development and testing of existing issues
– Target delivery: 1Q2023

2. Objective: After v2.13 release, establish and maintain a robust software development plan for ATLAS moving 
forward
– Identify candidate features for future ATLAS releases through active solicitation from the OHDSI community 

and ATLAS users
– Candidate features for the next release (i.e Atlas v2.14) will be prioritized and selected by product owners 

(Patrick Ryan/Greg Klebanov) 
– Project Managers (Anthony Sena/Alexey Manoylenko) will identify developers to lead the design and 

implementation. 
• Developers will produce design specification document for each feature and the Technical Lead (Chris Knoll) 

will review and approve prior to development.
• Once all features are implemented, Project Managers will coordinate testing across 3 independent 

sites: Odysseus, Janssen, and public OHDSI-test instance
– Once Product owners approve a release, Project Managers will then communicate release and 

documentation to the OHDSI community
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2023 Meeting Schedule
• Monthly ATLAS WG Meetings 1st Monday of the month at 9AM EST with 

the following aims
• Highlight new features being built in the community
• Provide updates on upcoming releases

• Weekly Developer Meetings- Tuesday, 8:30AM EST
• Review open pull requests for Atlas/WebAPI
• Triage/Review issues for upcoming releases
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Registry Workgroup

Tina Parciak
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Purpose of the Registry WG
• Registries contain valuable real-world data whose potential could be 

increased by transforming it to the OMOP common data model.
• Registry data might face additional challenges compared to data 

coming from electronic health care records. 
• For example, registry data often consists of data that does not come from EHR 

(alone) and uses other standards, if any, than those that are widely used in EHR. 

• As a group we aim to identify these challenges and align approaches 
to transform registry data to the OMOP CDM.
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Purpose of the Registry WG
• Reasons of transforming registry data to OMOP CDM:
• Become part of projects / networks (e.g. EHDEN)
• (Inter)national research / collaboration
• Enrichment or validation of own studies with (linked) OMOPed data
• Automation and lowering physician burden for data collection
• Make registry data more FAIR 
• Create standardized analysis across databases in a more transparent way 

with more reliable results
• Privacy by design

Members’ voices
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Purpose of the Registry WG
• Registries contain valuable real-world data whose potential could be 

increased by transforming it to the OMOP common data model. 
• Registry data might face additional challenges compared to data 

coming from electronic health care records. 
• For example, registry data often consists of data that does not come from EHR 

(alone) and uses other standards, if any, than those that are widely used in EHR. 

• As a group we aim to identify these challenges and align approaches 
to transform registry data to the OMOP CDM.
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2022 Achievements of the Registry WG
• We successfully constituted the Registry WG out of the former UK 

Biobank WG and gathered interested, motivated OMOP collaborators. 
• Kick-started with a survey to get the first impressions of the group’s 

members, focus and ideas.
• We had several talks from different registries who transformed their data 

to the OMOP CDM and discussed the challenges.
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Get to know the Registry WG - Survey
“What is a registry?“

"a collection of standardized information about a group of 
patients who share a disease or experience". (NIH)

• “A structured data set with specific variables collected 
for a specific set of patients.”

• “organised collection of defined and standardised
health data on a specific disease or patient population”

• “A centralization of clinical data about patients across 
multipole locations with a standardized data collection 
protocol and generally a list of questions to answer.”

• “long-term data collection system on a group of person 
with a specific disease or condition and established for 
a specific purpose”

• “Systematic collection of health information about 
individuals and regulated by law.”

• “high quality platform”
• “Extracted and summarized EHR data”
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Get to know the Registry WG - Survey
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2022 Achievements of the Registry WG
• We successfully constituted the Registry WG out of the former UK 

Biobank WG and gathered interested, motivated OMOP collaborators. 
• Kick-started with a survey to get the first impressions of the group’s 

members, focus and ideas.
• We had several talks from different registries who transformed their data 

to the OMOP CDM and discussed the challenges.
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OKR 2023 (Q1-2) of the Registry WG
• Our main objective for the first half year 2023 is to establish a 

regular meeting routine of at least a meeting/presentation every 2 
months. 
• Move ahead with the following objective of drawing up conclusions 

from the presented experiences of transforming registry data to the 
OMOP common data model with regards to challenges in mapping.
à Mapping conventions (2023/2024)
à Support for transformations within the workgroup.
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OKR 2023 (Q1-2) of the Registry WG
• Our main objective for the first half year 2023 is to establish a 

regular meeting routine of at least a meeting/presentation every 2 
months. 
• Move ahead with the following objective of drawing up conclusions 

from the presented experiences of / challenges in transforming 
registry data to the OMOP common data model.
à Mapping conventions for alignment (2023/2024)
à Support for transformations within the workgroup
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Common Data Model
Vocabulary Subgroup

Christian Reich, Anna Ostropolets, Michael Kallfelz
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Workgroup Purpose

• To support the OHDSI community by providing well 
curated standardized ontologies as well as robust 
provenance of concept mapping. 

• To provide a place for the community to discuss 
current developments, vocabulary needs or bring 
forward complaints other than the forums. 

• To connect Workgroups with each other to help 
addressing their specific vocabulary needs as well as to 
create synergies.
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2023 Objectives
& Key Results

Run review sessions for pending changes in specific 
vocabularies and their build processes
Three vocabularies have been covered

Provide guidance and instructions for community 
members' contributions
Instructions for providing content input and 
documentation of the build process available

Implement a standard approach for mapping 
contribution
Mapping input tables based on SSSOM are defined
Logic available to store, merge and translate mappings
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OHDSI Dentistry Workgroup 
Objectives and Key Results (OKR)

Lead: Robert Koski
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Work Group Mission

To understand how dentistry can leverage observational research to 
improve oral health outcomes and further investigate the links between 

oral health and systemic disease.

Some of the ways we plan to support this mission:

• Increased adoption of observational research in dentistry
• OMOPification of dental datasets

• Observational research studies driven by use cases
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Objectives and Key Results
1.Expand the workgroup

a. Recruit a co-lead
b. Recruit at least 5 regularly attending members (up from 3!)

2.Increase our understanding of observational research in dentistry and promote awareness of 
observational research in the dental community

a. Complete scoping review on observational research in dentistry and submit for publication
b. Form partnership with ADA SCDI to begin work on a dental standard for common data 
models

3.Increase the capabilities of the dental community to conduct observational research
a. Develop 5 dental use cases
b. Find dental dataset and map to the OMOP-CDM
c. Explore the role of dental radiology/dental imaging in observational research
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Dentistry Work Group

WG Meetings

Thursdays at 7PM ET on MS Teams
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APAC Steering Group

Mui Van Zandt



@OHDSI www.ohdsi.org #JoinTheJourney ohdsi

APAC Steering Group Purpose

APAC Steering Group exists to support the APAC 
community in collaboratively generating the 
evidence that promotes better health decisions and 
better care, by organizing and guiding collaborative 
activities and facilitating communications across the 
community.
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OHDSI APAC 2023 Objectives and Key Results
Objective 1: Build research expertise and collaboration amongst the different chapters through publication

Key results: 

1. Establish a scientific forum where researchers can collaborate; Timeline: 1Q2023
2. 4 publications; Timeline: 4Q2023

Objective 2: Create an APAC training program to expand reach to the general community
Key results:

1. Determine appropriate structure and format of the training program; Timeline: 1Q2023

2. Host at least 6 training sessions throughout the year; Timeline: 4Q2023
3. Develop and implement training curriculum and logistics; Timeline: 3Q2023

4. Launch APAC training program POC; Timeline: 4Q2023
Objective 3: Create collaboration activities that encourage collaborative generation and dissemination of 
the evidence that promotes better health decisions and better care

1. Host 1 APAC symposium; Timeline: 3Q2023
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OHDSI GIS WG

Leads: Andrew Williams, Kyle Zollo-Venecek, Robert 
Miller
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Goal 1 (Q1 2023)
Finalize development of the schema for the optional GIS OMOP module 
that consists of a universal schema for storing geospatial data. This module 
supports standardized query execution on a combination of place-related 
and person-level data using spatiotemporal relations.
• Present proposal to the OHDSI CDM Workgroup and integrate feedback.
• Once finalized, provide documentation on schema and mechanisms for 

implementation



@OHDSI www.ohdsi.org #JoinTheJourney ohdsi

Goal 2 (Q1 2023)
Expand the corpus of metadata to include new data sources to advance 
development of automated retrieval, ingestion, and transformation of 
additional data sources into the module.
• Create metadata for new datasets, such as: Child Opportunity Index data, 

Area Deprivation Index, IDSR Disease surveillance, etc.
• Expand metadata and related functionality to enable automated retrieval 

from APIs.
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Goal 3 (Q1 2023)
Develop and test tooling to integrate OMOP clinical data with 
standardized place-related data
• Test querying capacity for joining place-related and person-level data by 

defining cohort definition that includes both clinical and place-related 
data.
• Engage with our own stats group to create the first draft of a fully 

specified analytics plan for one of our established topic goals.
• Explore avenues of integration with existing OHDSI tooling, e.g., 

ATLAS/WebAPI; HADES
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New Phenotype Phebruary Homepage

ohdsi.org/phenotype-phebruary-2023


