
APAC Community Call
European and APAC Symposium Recap

August 17, 2023



Agenda

• OHDSI News

– Global Symposium: Registrations & Agenda

– Global Symposium: 2023 Titan Awards

– Global Symposium: OHDSI Got Talent!

• India Chapter Mid-Year Update by Swetha Kiran

• European Symposium Recap by Chungsoo Kim

• APAC Symposium Recap by Nicole Pratt and Sujeong Eom



Global Symposium: Registrations & Agenda

• Registrations are now open at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/544413795317!
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/544413795317


Global Symposium: Registrations & Agenda

4https://www.ohdsi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/SYMPOSIUM-ACTIVITY-DESCRIPTIONS.pdf

https://www.ohdsi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/SYMPOSIUM-ACTIVITY-DESCRIPTIONS.pdf


Global Symposium: 2023 Titan Awards

• About the OHDSI Titan Awards: https://www.ohdsi.org/titan-awards/

• Nominations are due Saturday, September 16, 9 a.m. Korea time
– Nomination form: https://bit.ly/2023TitanNominations
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https://www.ohdsi.org/titan-awards/
https://bit.ly/2023TitanNominations


Global Symposium: OHDSI Got Talent!

• First ever OHDSI talent show will take place at this year’s global symposium!

• Submissions are due Saturday, September 23, 9 a.m. Korea time
– Submission form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxU6bNAxCmbphmNOGUfUEqf-

SIRnHHi_CZBtXLjped_QAbtA/viewform
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OHDSI India Chapter
From Raw Data to Reliable Evidence

Version No: 1.0 , Date: 17Aug2023 | ©  Copyright OHDSI India Chapter
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Agenda

▪ OHDSI India Chapter Workgroups & Community Call

▪ On Going Project - Breast Cancer Study

▪ OHDSI India Chapter Development Initiatives 

▪ Action plan

▪ Follow OHDSI India Chapter

Version No: 1.0 , Date: 17Aug2023 OHDSI India Chapter
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OHDSI India Chapter Workgroups & Community Call

Version No: 1.0 , Date: 17Aug2023 OHDSI India Chapter

• Create a robust RWD/RWE regional training infrastructure and Ensure regional upskilling and education to support OMOP 

data standards and tools

• Current Focus: To find Where India Stands in terms of Data standards for healthcare

OHDSI Training and Upskilling WG Updates

Data Partners WG

• Few hospitals and diagnostics are identified as potential data partners and the team is currently working on 

collaboration opportunities

Indian data OMOP Feasibility analysis

• Data Partners - JSS AHER Data

• Feasibility of Mapping JSS Breast cancer patient data to the OMOP Common Data Model

Upcoming WGs

• Timings: Monthly 2nd Thursday 

• Knowledge sharing with OHDSI Collaborators

Community Call
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On Going Project - Breast Cancer Study

OHDSI India Chapter Initiative: 

▪ GVW, JSS AHER Mysore & Janssen together has initiated a pathfinder project on Breast Cancer data.

Challenge:

▪ Various formats of discharge summaries specific to breast cancer cases.

▪ The data in the data partner's platform is fragmented and not integrated. 

▪ The data is in Text format in discharge summaries. 

▪ Lacks a Standardized coding system.

Solutions:

▪ Python scripts are being executed for data extraction and converting the data to readable format.

▪ Working on NLP Techniques to enhance data extraction and linking the extracted data to OMOP Concepts. 

Version No: 1.0 , Date: 17Aug2023 OHDSI India Chapter
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OHDSI India Chapter Development Initiatives 

Version No: 1.0 , Date: 17Aug2023 OHDSI India Chapter

University: JSS (Data 
Partner)
Study: Breast Cancer

Company: Health 
Parliament 
Exploring Opportunities 
for New Studies

University: Ashoka
Exploring Opportunities 
for Performing new 
studies

University: MS Ramaiah
Exploring Opportunities 
for data partnership

Company: Bayer (Pareen)
Exploring Opportunities 
for collaboration

Company : L & T
Exploring Opportunities for 
technical Collaborations

Company: GVW
Key OHDSI India 
Initiators

Company : Janssen
Study: Breast Cancer
Exploring opportunities for 
Network Studies

Hospital: NHS Lancashire Teaching 
Hospitals Exploring Opportunities to 
perform network studies
OHDSI India Initiatives
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Action plan

Version No: 1.0 , Date: 17Aug2023 OHDSI India Chapter

Complete Breast cancer data OMOP conversion

Initiate the corresponding publication

Expand and strengthen the active community

Engage two additional data partners
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Follow OHDSI India Chapter

Version No: 1.0 , Date: 17Aug2023 OHDSI India Chapter

Reach us at

http://www.ohdsi-india.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ohdsi-india-chapter/
https://github.com/OHDSI-India/OHDSI-INDIA-MEETINGS


Thank You



23’ European OHDSI sympo recap

Chungsoo Kim, Pharm D, PhD Candidate
Dept of Biomedical Informatics, Ajou University



European OHDSI symposium



European OHDSI 2023, Erasmus MC, July 1st

Pre-workshop: Phenotyping



European OHDSI 2023, Erasmus MC, July 2nd

Pre-workshop: Oncology WG



European OHDSI 2023, SS Rotterdam, July 3rd

PIONEER & OPTIMA
Solid cancer

HONEUR
Heamatologic cancer

EURACAN
Rare cancer

Main Symposium



European OHDSI 2023, SS Rotterdam, July 3rd

Cancer data standardization



European OHDSI 2023, SS Rotterdam, July 3rd

Analytic infrastructure



European OHDSI 2023, SS Rotterdam, July 3rd

Study-a-thon



European OHDSI 2023, SS Rotterdam, July 3rd

Rapid fire session – PASC study



European OHDSI 2023, SS Rotterdam, July 3rd

Rapid fire session – Cost effectiveness study



European OHDSI 2023, SS Rotterdam, July 3rd

DARWIN EU – EMA driven studies



European OHDSI 2023, SS Rotterdam, July 3rd

Poster session

Initiate a new collaboration

PHAROS 
(Infectious disease 
platform project)



European OHDSI 2023, SS Rotterdam, July 3rd

Closing event



Summary

• Focusing on cancer research using OMOP-CDM

• Standardization of disease-specific data 

• Building infrastructure for a federated data network

• DARWIN EU

• Activating the national nodes / SMEs



Reflections

Nicole Pratt
University of South Australia

OHDSI Australia Chapter Lead
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Australia 2023• Two-day in-person event
➢ Symposium Day 1: Main Conference
➢ Symposium Day 2: Tutorials + Oncology Workgroup discussions

• 110 attendees 
➢ 58% Aus (All Aus regions represented excl. NT)
➢ 42% international

• 32% APAC (Korea, Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, Hong Kong, China) 
• 10% Other (US, UK & Sweden)

• Diverse participant representation
➢ Academics, clinicians, students, regulators, industry, not-for-profit (Minderoo 

Foundation), OHDSI devotees & one consumer! 

• Eight Symposium sessions including
➢ 30 speakers 
➢ 12 speaker presentations including,

▪ 7 lightning talks representing Asia-Pacific
▪ 2 panel discussions
▪ 6 tutorial presentations
▪ 1 (Oncology) workgroup brain-storm session

➢ 21 poster presentations

• One phenomenal APAC Steering Committee – thanks all!

• … and AI-generated beer!
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Australia 2023

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023

Sponsors
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Australia 2023A recipe for 
generating 
reliable real-
world 
evidence that 
can guide 
clinical 
practice, 
shape health 
policies, and 
ultimately 
improve 
patient 
outcomes  

Ingredients: 
High-quality data (that captures the full spectrum of healthcare experiences)

Instructions: 
▪ STEP 1: Collaborate

▪ Bring together researchers, clinicians, data scientists, and policymakers 
from diverse backgrounds to pool expertise, harmonize methodologies, 
and overcome the challenges inherent in analyzing real-world data.

▪ STEP 2: Standardize
▪ Use the OMOP Common Data Model, to harmonizing disparate data 

sources, ensuring interoperability, and enabling large-scale analyses.

▪ STEP 3: Spice with innovation
▪ Implement cutting-edge best practice techniques that uncover hidden 

patterns and generate novel insights
▪ STEP 4: Report

▪ Report all results, data sources used, analytical techniques, assumptions 
and biases to accelerate the translation of evidence into practice

▪ STEP 5: Consume!

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023



Session 1: OHDSI, an artisanal approach to crafting real-world 
evidence

Engineering an open science system that builds trust, confidence and addresses 
the needs of decision makers, clinicians and consumers

Patrick Ryan

Data
Data standards 
Vocabulary 
Methods
Open source development
***Clinical applications
Education



Session 1: OHDSI, an artisanal approach to crafting real-world 
evidence

Asieh Golozar 
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Australia 2023

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023

Session 2: A step-by-step recipe for RWE: the OHDSI 
Save-Our-Sisyphus Challenge

Jack Janetzki
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Australia 2023

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023

“Nice normal distribution 50/50”

1 database: “still tremendous uncertainty”
“95% of studies we read are a single persons study in a single database” 

2 databases: “one slightly underpowered, one 
more powered but not suggestive of increased risk 
– distribution has shifted…”

Meta-analysis: “substantial 
shift” “collectively showing 
you consistent evidence of 
no effect….”
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Australia 2023

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023
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Australia 2023

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023

We need everyone at the table to not only 
consume the evidence but also to set the menu!

How can OHDSI help [you] by generating 
evidence for the questions that matter to 
[you]?

What else can OHDSI do to build trust that 
the evidence we provide is reliable and 
can be used in decision making?

How can OHDSI improve understanding
about real world evidence we produce so 
that it can be used in decision making?

New OHDSI Work 
Group Proposed: 
Knowledge Translation 

We need to
process. Their input helps define research questions, interpret 
results, and ensure that real
preferences, needs, and experiences.
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Australia 2023Collaborator Showcase: 35 Posters!

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023



Session 3: Too many cooks is never enough: collaborative data 
harmonization to improve patient care

OMOP/FHIR – Overcoming challenges 
through collaboration 

Grahame Grieve



Session 3: Too many cooks is never enough: collaborative data 
harmonization to improve patient care

OMOP/Oncology – Paving the way 
for patient-centric care 

Kim Carter, Asieh Golozar, Georgina 
Kennedy



Session 4: A smorgasbord of health data insights from across the APAC 
region



Session 4: APAC Regional Chapters
Panel Discussion: We have the ingredients – now let’s generate the evidence!



Closing Session

Nicole Pratt & Patrick Ryan

The beer brewing 
process: 

A metaphor that encapsulates 
our journey together in our 

pursuit of real-world evidence. 
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Australia 2023

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023



46

Australia 2023

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023
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Australia 2023

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023
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Australia 2023

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023

Our ingredients are data 

Our craft is science

Our brew is evidence
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Australia 2023

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023
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Australia 2023

OHDSI APAC Symposium 2023



OHDSI-APAC Community Call 
Recap: 23’ OHDSI-APAC Symposium

Sujeong Eom, graduate student

Dept of Biomedical Informatics, Yonsei University



Registration
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Welcome session
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Poster presentation
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Day 1 Sessions
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Networking reception
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Day 2 Tutorials

57
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Fabulous lunch
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Beautiful campus
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Korean hearts!
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See you next time in Singapore!
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Thank you!


