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Upcoming Community Calls

Date Topic

Oct. 10 Workgroup Reports

Oct. 17 Symposium Week! Final Logistics + Mad Minutes

Oct. 24 Welcome to OHDSI

Oct. 31 TBA

Nov. 7 Meet The Titans

Nov. 14 Collaborator Showcase Honorees
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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OHDSI Shoutouts!
Congratulations to the team of Ji-Woo 
Kim, Chungsoo Kim, Kyoung-Hoon Kim, 
Yujin Lee, Dong Han Yu, Jeongwon Yun, 
Hyeran Baek, Rae Woong Park and 
Seng Chan You on the publication of 
Scalable Infrastructure Supporting 
Reproducible Nationwide Healthcare 
Data Analysis toward FAIR Stewardship 
in Scientific Data.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!
Congratulations to the team of 
SeJun Oh, Hyung Joon Joo, Jang 
Wook Sohn, Sangsoo Park, Jin Su 
Jang, Jiwon Seong, Kwang Jin Park 
and Sang Heon Lee on the 
publication of Cloud-based digital 
healthcare development for 
precision medical hospital 
information system in Personalized 
Medicine.



@OHDSI www.ohdsi.org #JoinTheJourney ohdsi

OHDSI Shoutouts!
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#OHDSISocialShowcase

THURSDAY
ohdsi.org/europe2023-showcase
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#OHDSISocialShowcase

Implementation of the ARES 
application to monitor network-wide 
data quality and mapping coverage 
for 16 unique OMOP sources across 
Rwanda 

(Jared Houghtaling, Emma Gesquiere, Lars Halvorsen, 
Marc Twagirumukiza, and Charles Ruranga)

MONDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase

Conceptual architecture for the Digital 
Oncology Network for Europe - an 
OMOP based European federated, 
automated cancer care quality 
ecosystem 

(Piers Mahon, Olivier Bouissou, Ismini Chatzitheofilou, 
Gennaro Ciliberto, Marco Denti, Xosé Fernández, 
Dennis Kadioglu, Stelios Theophanous, Joëlle Thonnard, 
Alberto Traverso)

TUESDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase

Paving the way to estimate 
dose in OMOP CDM for Drug 
Utilisation Studies in DARWIN 
EU 
  
(Theresa Burkard, Kim Lopez-Güell, Artem 
Gorbachev, Annika M Jödicke, Nuria Mercadé-
Besora, Talita Duarte-Salles, Dani Prieto-
Alhambra, Christian Reich, Marti Catala)

WEDNESDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase

Pre-coordination of structural and 
semantic conventions to capture 
breast cancer indicators in the 
context of the European University 
Hospital Alliance (EUHA) 

(Tijs Delabastita, Pieter Maertens, Jared 
Houghtaling, Pieter Stijnen, Guy Vanden Boer, 
Johan Van Eldere)

THURSDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase

Toward generalizable clinical 
prediction models: a large-
scale investigation using 
stacking ensembles 
(Cynthia Yang, Egill A. Fridgeirsson, Jan 
A. Kors, Jenna M. Reps, Peter R. 
Rijnbeek, Jenna Wong, Ross D. Williams)

FRIDAY
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Any shoutouts from the 
community? Please share and 
help promote and celebrate 
OHDSI work!

Do you have anything you want to share? Please send to sachson@ohdsi.org so we 
can highlight during this call and on our social channels. 

Let’s work together to promote the collaborative work happening in OHDSI!

mailto:sachson@ohdsi.org
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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Upcoming Workgroup Calls
Date Time (ET) Meeting

Tuesday 3 pm OMOP CDM Oncology Outreach/Research Subgroup

Wednesday 9 am Patient-Level Prediction

Wednesday 12 pm Health Equity

Wednesday 2 on Natural Language Processing

Thursday 8 am India Chapter

Thursday 9:30 am Data Network Quality

Thursday 7 pm Dentistry

Friday 9 am GIS – Geographic Information System Development

Friday 9 am Phenotype Development & Evaluation

Friday 1 pm Clinical Trials

Friday 11 pm China Chapter

Monday 9 am Vaccine Vocabulary

Monday 10 am Africa Chapter

Monday 11 am Data Bricks User Group

Monday 6 pm OMOP & FHIR
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October Newsletter Is Available

mailchi.mp/ohdsi/october2023
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October Newsletter Is Available

mailchi.mp/ohdsi/october2023
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Global Symposium

bit.ly/OHDSI2023Registration

Oct. 20-22 • East Brunswick, NJ, USA
Hilton East Brunswick Hotel & Executive Meeting Center



@OHDSI www.ohdsi.org #JoinTheJourney ohdsi

Global Symposium Conference Agenda

bit.ly/OHDSI2023Agenda
Register 
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Global Symposium Conference Agenda

bit.ly/OHDSI2023-Agenda
Register 
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Welcome, 1st-Time Attendees!

ohdsi.org/ohdsi2023
Register 

All OHDSI first-time attendees 
are welcome to attend an 
orientation on Friday at 7:45 am 
within the Woodbridge/ 
Piscataway room. Paul Nagy, a 
2022 Titan honoree for 
community leadership, will lead 
this session.
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Openings at Boehringer Ingelheim 
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Opening: Postdoctoral Associate/Data Analyst 

Email: y.lu@yale.edu
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Where Are We Going?

Any other announcements 
of upcoming work, events, 

deadlines, etc?
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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OHDSI's Open Source Working 
Group

Adam Black, Paul Nagy
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What is the Open Source Working Group
• The OHDSI Open Source Community exists to promote the health and 

sustainability of the OHDSI open source software ecosystem.  This 
entails building open-source governance and engaging new contributors. 
• 271 Members of Teams Working Group

Last 12 years Last 12 months

Repositories 262 134

Contributors 681 210

Commits 47,672 6,160

Organizations Contributing 31 20
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Open Source Working Group

•OKR 1: Improve process to engage and train casual 
contributors to become active contributors/maintainers
• Expand leadership team.  Katy Sadowski, Clark Evans, Nate 

Buesgens, Dan Smith, Anthony Sena.
• 2023 Kheiron Cohort.  20 new contributors with 1:1 

mentors.
• 2023 OHDSI DevCon
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OKR 2: Formation of a Technical Advisory Board (TAB).

The mission of the OHDSI Technical Advisory Board is to ensure the 
stability, security, supportability, and sustainability of OHDSI open source 

projects.
2023 Achievements:
• 14 representatives from across the OHDSI 

ecosystem joined the TAB and drafted a 
charter

• Kicked off work to:
– Align on and implement standards for 

database platform support (including shared 
testing infrastructure)

– Develop technical and process solutions for 
coordinated, stable, and secure OHDSI 
software releases

TAB Lead:

Lee Evans

Image source: Paul Nagy
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Join the Journey!
Health Analytics Data-to-Evidence Suite (HADES) Hackathon
• Saturday 8:00am-12:00pm and Sunday 1:00pm-5:00pm
• Participants will work on the HADES codebase with support from several 

HADES maintainers. Participants can work in groups, and we welcome 
both new and experienced contributors to join
• Target audience: Developers interested in working on the HADES 

codebase. Some experience in R is recommended
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OHDSI Medical Imaging 
Working Group

31

From pixels to Phenotypes
Enabling observational research with medical imaging data

WG co-leads Seng Chan You and Paul Nagy
Wednesdays every 2 weeks at 7 AM / 7 PM
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Imaging WG Goals
1. Extension to perform cohort definitions in OHDSI for medical imaging 

research studies.
2. Extension to bring features derived from medical images into the OMOP 

data model while maintaining provenance.
3. Create refence implementations of infrastructure for reproducible 

research on medical images.
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OKR #1
• Objective: Have CDM group approve the model into the base OMOP 

model Q3
• Key Results:

• Publish a draft data model for the imaging extension (Aug 2023)
• Have Radlex and DICOM vocabularies added to the OMOP vocabulary Q2
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Imaging Extension to OMOP

Image_Occurrence Image_Feature

Clinical Domain Tables
_type_concept_id= 
“Machine Learning”

Procedure_Occurrenc
e

Person

Visit

API Model ServingVendor Neutral 
Archive

DICOM Archive

DICOM WADO RS

(Web Access to 

DICOM Objects)

Deep Learning Models
(Model, Parameters)
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OKR #2
• Objective: Conduct a network study based on the imaging extension 

March 2024 – 1st imaging data 
characterization network study 
July 2024 – 1st Federated acyclic 
learning model

*Seed gift from Gates Ventures in support of 
Alzheimer’s research

MONAI Model Zoo
Wholebrainseg large unest segmentation
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Co-chairs: Yongqun “Oliver” He (UMich), Asiyah Yu Lin (NIH/Axle)
More members:  Umich: Yuanyi Pan; UTHealth: Warren Manuel, Rashmie Abeysinghe, Xubing Hao, Licong 
Cui; Odysseus: Alexander Davydov; IQVIA: Qi Yang 

OHDSI Vaccine Vocabulary Workgroup 2023

Overall Goal: Harmonize OMOP vaccine vocabularies (e.g.. CVX, Rx-Norm, Rx-Norm extension, 
CPT4, and HCPCS) using the Vaccine Ontology (VO). 

Workgroup Objective and Key Results (OKR) for 2023:
• Objective 1: Build up a consensus model of vaccines for OHDSI needs.
 - Key result: Basically done.  

• Objective 2: Map different vaccine representations using the consensus model.
 - Key results: (i) Mapped all CVX vaccine terms manually and automatically;
                                   (ii) Developed an ML method for automatic mapping.
                                   (iii) Working and testing on RxNorm now.    

• Objective 3: Incorporate and evaluate the VO mapping results to OMOP vocabulary. 
  - Key result: To do.  
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Title:  Harmonization of OMOP vaccine-related vocabularies through the Vaccine Ontology

• To present in OHDSI Symposium 2023

A glimpse of 
our poster:

Authors: Yuanyi “Penny” Pan*, Warren Manuel*, Rashmie Abeysinghe*, Xubing Hao, Alexander Davydov, 
Qi Yang, Asiyah Yu Lin#, Licong Cui#, Yongqun Oliver He# 

Welcome 
to 

our  
poster!

(Note: 
Penny will 

present, and 
Oliver will 
attend.)



@OHDSI www.ohdsi.org #JoinTheJourney ohdsi

OHDSI Standardized Vocabularies WG
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Workgroup Purpose

• To coordinate the activities of  the Vocabulary Team and 
the OHDSI community to a) provide well curated 
ontologies in the OHDSI Standardized Vocabularies and 
b) support transparent pipelines for contributing local 
content. 

• To research and develop approaches and tools to improve 
quality, transparency and robustness of  the OHDSI 
Vocabularies. 

• To connect Workgroups and individuals to enable 
collaboration around shared ontology needs as well as 
around tools and methods for Vocabularies 
management/use in research and ETL.
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2023 Objectives
& Key Results

1. Run review sessions for pending changes in vocabularies and their build 
process
Covered: August 23 release, LOINC-SNOMED hierarchy, MedDRA Overhaul, 
tracking vocabulary changes
Upcoming: mapping knowledge base, Vocabulary QA/QC and release notes

2. Provide guidance and instructions for community members' contributions
Published and advertised instructions for community contribution (community 
calls – global and APAC, Vocab WG calls, forums and email distribution)
Soliciting community contribution through stewardship (4 individual and group 
stewards so far)
Collaborating with the community on more robust pipelines

3. Implement a standard approach for collecting and storing meta-data
SSSOM-compatible meta-data being collected for community contribution
Same standards proposed for Usagi
Implementing the pipeline for MedDRA 
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2023 OKRs
• Regular HADES-wide releases
• Every 6 months

• More user involvement 
• (not much progress here)

• Have roadmaps, design specifications
• (not much progress here)

• Improved stability
• We now have testing servers for all supported database platforms (had to 

deprecate some platforms for lack of testing server)

Also: Continued 
Strategus 

development
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Methods Research
2023 goals:
• Create awareness of who is researching what methods in OHDSI / using 

OMOP
• A sounding board for methods  research in progress
• Identify new methods research questions
• Find collaborators
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Methods research
2023 methods research highlights:
• Large-scale survival model computations (GPUs)
• Bayesian models adjusting for multiple looks and systematic error 

(negative controls)
• Likelihood approximations for 1-shot evidence synthesis
• Performance of confounding adjustment when sample size is small
• A better balance metric
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Steering Workgroup
co-leads:  Patrick Ryan, George Hripcsak

Purpose:  Steering WG exists to support the community and its leaders in collaboratively 
generating the evidence that promotes better health decisions and better care, by identifying, 
organizing, and guiding collaborative activities, facilitating communications across the 
community, providing input to operations of the OHDSI Central Coordinating Center, and 
building consensus on the vision for where the OHDSI community should go together.

Oct2023 update:
Objective 1: Empower workgroups to contribute to collaboratively generating the evidence that promotes 
better health decisions and better care

Key accomplishments: 
1. Workgroup Leader Summits convened to ensure appropriate communication across workgroups

Objective 2: Create collaboration activities that encourage collaborative generation and dissemination of the 
evidence that promotes better health decisions and better care

Key accomplishments: 
1. OHDSI2023 Global Symposium!
2. Community activities: 1- Phenotype Phebruary; 2- Sisyphus Challenge

Objective 3:  Draft a strategy for a general purpose OHDSI asset library
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2023 
OHDSI Health 
Equity WG: 
Symposium 
Session 
Highlights

In-depth Research Showcases: Delve into rigorous 
studies as our WG members unveil critical insights on 
global health equity challenges.

Expert Panel Discussion: "From Policy to Practice" – 
Join thought leaders as they elucidate the practicalities 
of integrating SDoH factors into real-world scenarios.

Hands-on Exploration: Engage directly with the 
innovative Health Equity Explorer toolkit and witness 
its capabilities first-hand.

Project Prospectus: Anticipate the future as ambitious 
WG members pitch their prospective projects for 2024!

Date: 11th October 2023
Time: 8am -12pm



OHDSI Industry Work Group
Foster a stronger collaboration between the life science, pharma, 
and biotech industries, and the OHDSI community.

Identify and develop strategies to encourage the active participation 
of these industries in OHDSI studies and initiatives.

Facilitate knowledge transfer, sharing industry expertise and 
learnings with the broader OHDSI community.

Identify opportunities for mutual support, leveraging industry 
resources and capabilities to advance OHDSI's goals.

Increase the visibility and understanding of OHDSI's initiatives within 
these industries, promoting active involvement and commitment.



Industry WG Symposium Meeting
Meeting Agenda:

• Introductions
• Industry Working Group Objectives
• Roundtable on canvassing those interests
• Formalise structure of the working group moving forwards

Who should attend?

This is an open meeting with a focus on those members of the OHDSI 
community who have ties and affiliations with the Pharma and 
Biotech industries and would like to work together to represent 
those interests more broadly within OHDSI.  
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Healthcare System Interest Group 
update
Fall 2023

HSIG meeting at the Symposium
• Not too late to sign up
• Sunday, Oct. 21st 1pm - 5pm
• Guest speakers include Paul Nagy & Kristin Kostka
• Perfect for those thinking about joining the journey, 

have started their journey, or want more from their 
journey

• All are welcome!
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Themis working group update
Fall 2023

OKRs have been met for the year!
1. To re-establish the Themis WG; 1st & 3rd Thursday 

of the month @ 9:30am Eastern Time
2. Publish guidelines for the creation, nomination and 

adjudication process for Themis convention 
approval; check the Themis GitHub 

3. Complete some Themis work; Ratified: Guidance 
for Drug Exposure days_supply field and ETL 
guidance for Cohort table
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Africa Chapter 2023 Objectives and Key Results

Objective 1: Grow the Africa Chapter to >25 members
• Key Result: 117 members, 13+ African countries, 14+ ex-Africa countries

Objective 2: Prepare promotional video and value propositions
• Key Results
ü Two value proposition documents: one for researchers (3 pp), another 

for Ministries and Data custodians (2 pp)
ü Informational poster for hanging at meetings – one pptx
ü 4-min video for OHDSI Workgroup page
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Africa Chapter 2023 Objectives and Key Results
Objective 3: Develop a pipeline from one or more regional sources into OMOP 

including data quality assessment
Key Results
ü Rwanda – LAISDAR 15 hospital network coordinated by Rwanda Biomed Center (RBC) and 

Ghent University
ü Kenya, Malawi – INSPIRE coordinated by African Population Health Research Center 

(APHRC)
ü Other sites interested but need funding

Objective 4: Identify and pursue funding to support Chapter Activities
Key Results
ü Wellcome Trust ➛ APRHC “Data Science without Borders” Kenya, Cameroon, Senegal, 

Ethiopia, UK, France Data harmonization to OMOP CDM, Machine Learning etc.
üOthers have submitted to open grant calls, pending review or being prepared 

for government initiatives or philanthropic organizations
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Africa Chapter 2023 Objectives and Key Results

Objective 5: Present Africa Chapter at related conferences focused on Africa
• Key Results
ü 2 presentations at DS-I Africa Virtual Network Exchanges coordinated by Univ. 

Cape Town
ü Successful meeting with Africa Chapter members & USAID, CDC and Africa CDC
ü Upcoming Africa conferences – members offering to display OHDSI Africa Chapter 

poster
üOHDSI Global Symposium Africa Chapter Workgroup Activity - Sun Oct 22, 1-5 PM

o Converting maternal hospital admission survey Questions & Answers to 
         OMOP CDM tables, domains, classes, and standard vocabulary concept ids
o Maternal and neonatal health, mapping questionnaires, unique vocabulary
o Teams link for remote participation posted in the Africa Chapter Teams Channel
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Africa Chapter Future Objectives

• Build a data source catalog
• Assess vocabulary needs for use cases in the region
• Hold an-in person workshop/conference in Africa (2025)
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GIS – Geographic Information 
Systems

Objectives and Key Results (OKR)
Kyle Zollo-Venecek
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Oncology
Objectives and Key Results (OKR)

Asieh Golozar
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Surgery & Perioperative 
Medicine

Objectives and Key Results (OKR)

Evan Minty
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Psychiatry
Objectives and Key Results (OKR)

Dmitry Dymshyts



2023 2024

Objective 1: Harden Phenotype Development and Evaluation framework
- Enable the community to complete 10 phenotypes via the current phenotype development and evaluation process using 
activities like Phenotype Phebruary (Timeline: 1Q 2023)
- Through scientific debate address at least 4 topics of community interest and drive community consensus (Timeline: 2Q 2023)
- Clarify terminology and scientific definitions and deliver a document that organizes such ideas (Timeline: 2Q 2023)
- Integrate probabilistic phenotyping into the OHDSI PL (Timeline: 3Q 2023)
- Write two scientific papers on phenotyping development and evaluation (Timeline: 4Q 2023)

Objective 2: Improve collaboration by enabling community wide participation on Phenotype Development and 
Evaluation
- In Phenotype Phebrurary have 10 Phenotypes completed and published in OHDSI Phenotype library as peer reviewed Cohort 
Definitions (Timeline: 1Q 2023)
- Promote clinically trained scientists by having at least 5 new clinician collaborators actively engage in Phenotype Phebruary 
(Timeline: 1Q 2023)

Objective 3: Promote the usage of OHDSI Phenotype library
- Complete peer review for 10 (phenotype phebruary) + 10 (additional) phenotypes added to the OHDSI Phenotype Library. 
(Timeline: 4Q 2023)
- Formalize submission process and perform at least 2 communication sessions on OHDSI Phenotype Library. (Timeline: 2Q 2023)
- Execute at least two OHDSI Studies that uses the Cohort Definitions in the OHDSI Phenotype library to generate 
characterization evidence (Timeline: 3Q 2023)
- Write a paper on OHDSI Phenotype Library (Timeline: 4Q 2023)

Phenotype Development and Evaluation Workgroup 
2023 Update


