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Upcoming Community Calls

Date Topic

Feb. 20 Workgroup OKRs / Phenotype Phebruary Update 3

Feb. 27 Workgroup OKRs / Phenotype Phebruary Update 4

Mar. 5 New Vocabulary Release Update

Mar. 12 TBA

Mar. 19 NO MEETING

Mar. 26 Recent OHDSI Publications

coming in April CDM Month
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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OHDSI Shoutouts!
Congratulations to the team of 
Martin Boeker, Daniela Zöller, 
Romina Blasini, Philipp Macho, Sven 
Helfer, Max Behrens, Hans-Ulrich 
Prokosch and Christian Gulden on 
the publication of Effectiveness of IT-
supported patient recruitment: 
study protocol for an interrupted 
time series study at ten German 
university hospital in Trials.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team 
of Moshe Zisser and Dvir 
Aran on the publication of 
Transformer-based time-to-
event prediction for chronic 
kidney disease 
deterioration in Frontiers in 
Digital Health.
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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Upcoming Workgroup Calls
Date Time (ET) Meeting

Tuesday 1 pm Common Data Model 

Wednesday 7 am Medical Imaging

Wednesday 1 pm Perinatal & Reproductive Health

Wednesday 3 pm Vulcan/OHDSI Meeting (ZOOM)

Thursday 8 am OHDSI India Community Call

Thursday 9 am Medical Devices

Thursday 9:30 am Data Network Quality

Thursday 7 pm Dentistry

Friday 9 am Phenotype Development & Evaluation

Friday 10:30 am GIS – Geographic Information System

Friday 11:30 am Steering Group

Monday 9 am Vaccine Vocabulary

Monday 10 am Healthcare Systems

Monday 11 am Data Bricks User Group

Monday 4 pm Eyecare & Vision Research

Tuesday 9 am OMOP CDM Oncology Genomic Subgroup
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OHDSI Global Symposium

The 2024 OHDSI Global 
Symposium will be held Oct. 22-
24 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
New Brunswick, NJ.

Tentative symposium format:
Oct. 22 – tutorials/workshops
Oct. 23 – main conference
Oct. 24 – workgroup activities
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OHDSI Europe Symposium

ohdsi-Europe-org

Registration is now OPEN for 
the 2024 OHDSI Europe 
Symposium, which will be 
held June 1-3 in Rotterdam, 
Netherlands. 

June 1 – tutorial/workshop
June 2 – tutorial/workshop
June 3 – main conference
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

Challenges and opportunities 
in adopting OMOP-CDM in 
Brazilian healthcare: a report 
from Hospital Israelita Albert 
Einstein
(Maria Abrahao, Uri Adrian Prync Flato, 
Mateus de Lima Freitas, Diogo Patrão, 
Amanda Gomes Rabelo, Cesar Augusto 
Madid Truyts, Gabriela Chiuffa Tunes, 
Etienne Duin, Gabriel Mesquita de Souza, 
Soraya Yukari Aashiro, Adriano José Pereira, 
Edson Amaro)

MONDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

Developing a 
pregnancy 
algorithm in ATLAS: 
Applying start date 
offset
(Rupa Makadia, Christopher 
Knoll, Patrick Ryan)

TUESDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

Creating 
parsimonious patient-
level prediction 
models using feature 
selection
(Aniek F. Markus, Egill A. 
Fridgeirsson, Ross D. Williams)

WEDNESDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

From Complexity to 
Clarity: Reproducible 
and Scalable Phenotype 
Development and 
application of LLM in a 
support role
(Asieh Golozar, Albert Prats Uribe, 
Tom Seinen, Dani Prieto-Alhambra, 
Peter Rijnbeek, Christian Reich)

THURSDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

Establishing and 
Operating the OHDSI 
Dentistry 
Workgroup: A Model 
for Other Disciplines
(Danielle Boyce, Robert Koski, 
Brock Johnson)

FRIDAY
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Opening: Three Positions at Gilead



The Zhang Lab at Washington University School of Medicine in St. 
Louis has one postdoct/senior data analyst position to work on 
causal machine learning and responsible AI for reliable real-world 
evidence generation.

• More details at https://linyingzhang.com

oPostdoc: 
https://linyingzhang.com/files/Postdoc.pdf

oData analyst: 
https://linyingzhang.com/files/Analyst.pdf

• If interested, please send CV and cover letter 
to linyingz@wustl.edu

Postdoc/Senior Data Analyst Opening at WashU

PI: Linying Zhang, PhD

https://linyingzhang.com/
https://linyingzhang.com/files/Postdoc.pdf
https://linyingzhang.com/files/Analyst.pdf
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Opening: Epidemiology UX/Web Design Intern at J&J
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Opening: Research Information Specialist at UNC
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Opening: Data Steward at EBMD



@OHDSI www.ohdsi.org #JoinTheJourney ohdsi

Where Are We Going?

Any other announcements 
of upcoming work, events, 

deadlines, etc?
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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Learn more about all 
of the OHDSI workgroups

ohdsi.org/workgroups
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Themis Mission & Ethos

The goal of Themis is to provide conventions on how source data should be 
standardized to the OMOP CDM to support the OHDSI  community to generate 
the evidence that promotes better health decisions and better care. When there 
is ambiguity on how data should be inserted into the CDM, Themis will examine 
the issue, create a convention and document it. 

We follow the FAIR principles: Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable.

Themis makes decisions for the good of the whole community. We must 
compromise. We can always revisit and modify the convention. Don’t let perfect 
be the enemy of great. And interoperability between different OMOP CDMs is 
great!
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Themis 2023 accomplishments
ü To re-establish the Themis WG
ü Publish guidelines for the creation, nomination and     adjudication 

process for Themis convention approval
ü Completed some Themis work
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2024 Objectives

Objectives:
1. Establish a formal project management process
2. Establish a repository for Themis conventions
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Objective #1 & key results
Objective #1: Establish a formal project management process

Key results:
v Adopt a project management tool
v Implement the project management tool
v Bring a Themis issue through the whole ratification cycle utilizing the new 

project management tool
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Objective #2 & key results
Objective #2: Establish a repository for Themis conventions

Key results:
v Identify current conventions
v Create a formal template for ratified conventions
v Create a repository for conventions
v Create a formal process to bring one ratified convention through to publication
v Publish one ratified convention
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Themis working group details
v Located as a sub-group of the CDM WG in MS Teams
v Meetings: 1st & 3rd Thursday at 9:30am Eastern Time
v All are welcome!
v #JoinTheJourney
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Mission statement

Support healthcare systems on their OHDSI journey
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2024 Objectives

Objectives:
1. Establish a repository for community contributed, semantic 

mappings (Examples include: Lab results, units, payers)
2. Provide support for transforming source EHR data to the CDM
3. Establish a methodology to transition from the use of the 

STCM to C/CR
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Objective & key result #1
Objective #1: Establish a repository for community contributed, semantic 
mappings for use by others in their ETL

Key results:
• Establish the format for contributions 

• Including documentation

• Successful upload of a contribution to the repository 
• Successful use of semantic mapping contribution in an ETL
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Objective & key result #2
Objective #2: Provide support for transforming source EHR data to the 
CDM

Key results:
•  “Office hours” style agendas during our regularly scheduled meetings 10 

times a year. 
• Monitor & answer questions on the CDM Builders, Implementers, and 

Uncategorized forums related to source data or the ETL process
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Objective & key result #3
Objective #3: Establish a methodology to transition from the use of the 
STCM to C/CR

Key results:
• Create a wiki on the why and how to move from STCM to C/CR 
• Create scripts to move STCM mappings to C/CR 
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HSIG meeting details
vLocated in MS Teams
vMeetings: Every other Monday at 9:00am Eastern Time
vAll are welcome!
v#JoinTheJourney
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Gen AI and Foundational Models Workgroup 
mission

To advance healthcare research and improve patient outcomes through 
the innovative application of generative AI and foundational models. 

35



@OHDSI www.ohdsi.org #JoinTheJourney ohdsi

GenAI and FMs Workgroup objectives and key 
results

• Promote awareness and collaboration in GenAI and FM research
• Maintain a comprehensive directory of ongoing methods research 
• Have at least 6 presentations of ongoing methods research (i.e. work that hasn't 

been published yet)
• Average attendance of meetings >= 20 researchers

• Establish best practices and standards
• Aid the formulation and adoption of the MEDS standard developed by Stanford
• Draft best practices document

36
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Natural Language Processing
Workgroup
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Oncology Workgroup

Enabling Observational Cancer Research

Outreach & Research WG
2nd Tuesday 3-4 pm EST

4th Wednesday 9-10 am EST

Vocab & Development Subgroup
1st Thursday 1-2 pm EST

3rd Thursday 9-10 am EST

-Omics subgroup
2nd & 4th Tuesday 3-4 pm EST
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Oncology WG 2024 OKR
• Outreach & Research Subgroup
• Support dissemination and adoption of the Oncology conventions 

• 20% increase in the number of data partners adopting the conventions 
• Conduct three oncology studies 

• Vocab & Development Subgroup
• Enable and facilitate community contribution to Oncology Vocabulary and ETL 

• 25% increase in the number of contributors 
• Development of onboarding materials and tutorials for new collaborators 

• -Omics Subgroup
• Improve awareness and use of –Omics vocabulary 

• Publish the OMOP Genomic vocabulary paper 
• Adoptions and use of OMOP Genomic vocabulary by least five sites



WG Name: 2023 OHDSI Vaccine Vocabulary WG 
WG Lead: Asiyash Lin & Yongqun “Oliver” He

2023 OHDSI Vaccine Vocabulary WG Achievements: 

1. We built up a consensus of using the Vaccine Ontology (VO) to map and incorporate 
different vaccine terminologies and provide additional features.

2. Developed an effective pipeline by combining automatic term mapping with manual 
review, verification, and annotations. 

3. Finished the mapping and incorporation of all vaccine terms (254 CVX vaccine terms) in 
CVX to VO using our pipeline. 

4. The work was presented in the OHDSI 2023 symposium.

Citation: Yuanyi Pan, Warren Manuel, Rashmie Abeysinghe, Xubing Hao, Alexander Davydov, 
Qi Yang, Asiyah Yu Lin, Licong Cui, Yongqun Oliver He. Harmonization of OMOP vaccine-
related vocabularies through the Vaccine Ontology. OHDSI 2023 Global Symposium, East 
Brunswick, New Jersey, Oct. 20-22, 2023. Four pages brief report and poster presentation. 
Report URL: https://www.ohdsi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/27-pan-BriefReport.pdf . 
Poster URL: https://www.ohdsi.org/2023showcase-27/ 

https://www.ohdsi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/27-pan-BriefReport.pdf
https://www.ohdsi.org/2023showcase-27/


WG Name: 2024 OHDSI Vaccine Vocabulary WG 
WG Lead: Asiyah Lin & Yongqun “Oliver” He

Objective 1 : Map vaccine terms in two OMOP vaccine standards (i.e., 
RxNORM and RxNORM extension) to the Vaccine Ontology (VO) and 
add new VO terms if no mapping is found. 

Key results:
1. Map/add vaccine terms in RxNORM to VO. Timeline: 1Q2024. 
2. Map/add vaccine terms in RxNORM extension to VO. Timeline: 2-3Q2024. 



WG Name: 2024 OHDSI Vaccine Vocabulary WG 
WG Lead: Asiyah Lin & Yongqun “Oliver” He

Objective 2 : Prepare an OMOP submission for the inclusion of VO to 
OMOP vocabulary as a non-standard vaccine vocabulary.  

Key results:
1. Preparation for the submission. Timeline: 2Q2024.
2. Fill out forms and submit for VO inclusion to OMOP. Timeline: 2-3Q2024.



WG Name: 2024 OHDSI Vaccine Vocabulary WG 
WG Lead: Asiyah Lin & Yongqun “Oliver” He

Objective 3 :  Use case study and presentation.   

Key results:
1. Develop and evaluate the usages of the VO vaccine classification for OMOP EHR 

data analysis using IQVIA and N3C data sources. Timeline: 2-4Q2024
2. Submit abstract and present the results in OHDSI 2024 symposium.  Timeline: 

3-4Q2024 
3. Prepare a journal article. Timeline: 3-4Q2024. 
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PLP Workgroup Details
Who are we?
We are a group of researchers interested in best practices for developing and 
implementing healthcare prediction models using observational data.

When do we meet?
Workgroup call is on the 2nd Wednesday of each month (next meeting is March 
13th).

How to get involved?
Join the group and start posting on Teams plus join a workgroup call.
https://ohdsi.org/ > Workgroups > Join Our Workgroups > tick ‘PLP: Patient-Level Prediction’

https://ohdsi.org/
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Objective 1: Perform a deep learning network 
study

Key results:
• To have results back from 5 different data partners.
• Article submitted to high impact journal.
• Poster/talk at an OHDSI symposium.

See the study: 
Protocol: https://github.com/ohdsi-
studies/DeepLearningComparison/blob/master/StudyProtocol.pdf 
Code: https://github.com/ohdsi-studies/DeepLearningComparison 

https://github.com/ohdsi-studies/DeepLearningComparison/blob/master/StudyProtocol.pdf
https://github.com/ohdsi-studies/DeepLearningComparison/blob/master/StudyProtocol.pdf
https://github.com/ohdsi-studies/DeepLearningComparison
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Objective 2: Improve software accessibility and 
simplicity

Key results: 
• Get PLP into CRAN.
• Finish and publish PLP cheat sheet.
• Provide thorough documentation on going from "I can program R" to "I 

have put together a network study package”.
• 1+ new members run a PLP network study.
• Provide thorough documentation and example converting an externally 

developed, non-OMOP model into PLP/OMOP format.
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Objective 3: Prospective clinical evaluation of 
model effectiveness/impact at 1+ site

Key results: 
• Have 1+ model implemented in a pilot in 2024.
• Presentation on learnings/challenges of the pilot implementation.
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Objective 4: Better publicize Delphi
Key results: 
• Submit Delphi paper.
• Discuss on Tuesday weekly meetings.
• Add models form 10+ researchers in the database.
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ATLAS Mission
• The ATLAS workgroup will provide a forum for the OHDSI community of 

developers that are interested in improving the open-source software 
solutions: ATLAS & WebAPI. These tools aim to provide capabilities to 
design standardized analytics to execute on the OMOP Common Data 
Model. 
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2024 OKRs: Atlas Working Group
1. Objective 1: Develop Atlas with standardized analytics that codify 

scientific best practices into consistent, reproducible and efficient 
processes
1. KR 1: Define and publish a set of strategic objectives for ATLAS to clearly define the direction of 

the platform moving forward to aid in prioritization of future development efforts.
2. KR 2: Define and publish a roadmap for ATLAS to align future work to the strategic objectives from 

KR1
3. KR 3: Design and Execute a Strategus Study in Atlas via Arachne or some container solution 

capable of running Strategus
2. Objective 2: Resolve current technical issues in Atlas

1. KR1: Eliminate ‘idle in transaction’ sessions in the database (Q2)
2. KR2: Improve performance of permission checks in UI (Q1)
3. KR3: Ensure cohort generation and caching functions correctly in concurrent operations. (Q2)
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2024 Meeting Schedule
• Monthly ATLAS WG Meetings 1st Monday of the month at 9AM EST with 

the following aims
• Highlight new features being built in the community
• Provide updates on upcoming releases

• Weekly Developer Meetings- Tuesday, 8:30AM EST
• Review open pull requests for Atlas/WebAPI
• Triage/Review issues for upcoming releases
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EDUCATIONAL 
MATERIALS FOR 

DEVELOPERS

HOST DEVELOPER 
COMMUNITY EVENTS

PROMOTE STANDARD 
INTERFACES AND  

PROCESSES

MEASURE THE HEALTH 
OF OHDSI SOFTWARE

Open Source Community

Objectives

Key Results • Host OHDSI software training sessions for Kheiron mentorship program

• Host annual virtual OHDSI developer conference (DEVCON)

• Run monthly meetings of the OHDSI Technology Advisory Board (TAB)
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Psychiatry WG 2024 OKR’s 
• Psychiatry WG OKR’s
• Further expansion of clinical vocabulary related to Psychiatry. 

• Scales and questionaries ontology
• Improve it by classifying what this instrument (assessment/measurement) is 

propertied to be used for (what diagnosis)
• Landscape analysis of the data currently available in OMOP format
• Broader comparison study: comparative analysis of patients with 

affective disorders who used Lithium vs other standard treatment of 
affective disorders
• The study is a part of Characterization of Psychiatry-specific datasets

• To reform how the WG is run (similarly to GIS or Oncology 
workgroups)
• Establishing github routine
• Proper communication to the broader community
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Landscape analysis
Landscape Analysis cohort to be defined as patients with a 

Psychiatry related condition or diagnosis (stratified by ICD10 
subchapters):

• Demographic information of Psychiatry related patients

• Visit type and treatment setting of Psychiatry related patients

• Availability of structured and unstructured data

• Count of patients that fall into subsets of psychiatric condition (Bipolar 

Disorder, Suicidality, MDD, etc...)

• List of available Psychometric scales (PHQ-9, AUDIT, GAD-7, etc...)
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NLP Workgroup Purpose

NLP WG exists to promote the use of textual information in electronic health records (EHRs) 
by developing software tools and methods to represent and utilize textual data thereby 
facilitating the generation of evidence for observational studies.
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NLP 2024 Objectives and Key Results
Objective 1: Knowledge dissemination – Contribute a chapter on NLP in the Book of OHDSI
Key results
1. Deliver the initial draft of the chapter; Timeline: 1Q2024
Objective 2: ETL for textual data representation and normalization
Key results
1. Presentation of the validation of Note_NLP proposal to CDM WG and incorporate changes 

to the next CDM release; Timeline: 1-4Q2024
Objective 3: Conduct multi-site clinical studies that utilize both structured and textual data
Key results
1. Oncology NLP study; Timeline: 2-4Q2023, 1-4Q2024
2. Psychiatry NLP study; Timeline: 2-4Q2023, 1-4Q2024
3. T2DM-SDoH-NLP study; Timeline: 2-4Q2023, 1-4Q2024
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The weekly OHDSI community call is held 
every Tuesday at 11 am ET.

Everybody is invited!

Links are sent out weekly and available at: 
ohdsi.org/community-calls


