
APAC Community Call

March 21, 2024



Agenda

• OHDSI News: April Olympians by Clair Blacketer

• OHDSI Evidence Network by Clair Blacketer

• Vocabulary Contribution from Korea by Seng Chan You

• Upcoming OHDSI/OMOP Events in APAC



Introducing the April Olympians
CDM & THEMIS Collab-a-thon

Melanie Philofsky & Clair Blacketer



Current State of Conventions 

• CDM and THEMIS conventions are housed on the CDM 
website, CDM github, THEMIS github and OHDSI forum.

• This does not provide users with concise and clear 
documentation on the how to standardize their data 

• The correct approach is often ambiguous



Goals of the Collab-a-thon

1. Identify all currently ratified CDM and THEMIS conventions for 
every CDM table and field.

2. Write clear documentation for each THEMIS convention

3. Establish a repository for THEMIS conventions

4. Update the CDM documentation to link to relevant THEMIS 
repository entries

5. Create CDM documentation related to expansion module 
efforts around the community



Teamwork Makes the Dream Work

Hunters of Artemis

Writers of Apollo

Builders of Hephaestus



Hunters of Artemis

• On the hunt for ratified conventions

• This group will systematically search OHDSI resources by table 
and field

• They will then open github issues sharing critical information 
for each one they track down



Writers of Apollo

• Will pick up each convention the Hunters find

• This group will systematically fill out a template designed to 
house important information about the convention 

• They will then tag the github issues for the next group



Builders of Hephaestus

• Responsible for building the repository

• Will take the written information given by the writers and 
incorporate the convention into the repository

• This group will also clean up the CDM website by removing any 
duplicate information and linking out to the THEMIS repository



Expansion Module Owners

• You will be responsible for either creating documentation for your 
tables similar to the existing CDM docs or providing information on 
the tables under construction and how people can participate

• This includes :

– GIS

– Medical Imaging

– Oncology*

*While the Episode and Episode Events tables are in the canonical CDM, there are some 
outstanding articles and missing information 



Please Join Us!

• To sign up for one of the teams, please scan the QR code and 
indicate your team preference

• The time commitment is as much or as little as you want

• The idea was to create discrete pieces of 
work so you can pick and choose how much 
you would like to do

• No technical skills necessary! If you can 
google you can hunt!



OHDSI Evidence Network

Clair Blacketer
Lead, CDM Workgroup

Lead, Network Data Quality Workgroup 



Why are we here?

…to collaboratively generate 
evidence that promotes better 
health decisions and better care.



Why are we here?

…to collaboratively generate 
evidence that promotes better 
health decisions and better care.



Regulatory Guidelines



R package that allows 
us to determine… 

…which databases have the 
elements required to answer 

a research question… 

…using only a set of 
aggregated summary 

statistics. 

What is Database Diagnostics?



Save our Sisyphus Challenge



SOS Database Diagnostics Results

https://data.ohdsi.org/DataDiagnostics/



Inaugural Data Sources of the OHDSI Evidence 
Network

University College London · UK THIN















https://github.com/dr-you-group/EDItoOmopPackage
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Classification
Apply

OMOP structure

Medical Service

Drug

Device

Procedure

Measurement

Drug

Device

https://github.com/dr-you-group/EDItoOmopPackage
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Concept code Valid start date Valid end date Invalid reason

A29506361 2008-04-01 2099-12-31 NULL

Concept code Valid start date Valid end date Invalid reason

A29506361 2008-04-01 2010-01-31 U

670600010 2010-02-01 2099-12-31 NULL

https://github.com/dr-you-group/EDItoOmopPackage
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Concept code Concept name Ancestor concept code

HC281 Whole Body Scan

HC281006 Whole Body Scan, Nuclear Medicine and other physician reading HC281

HC281300 Whole Body Scan, Under 8 years old HC281

HC281306 Whole Body Scan, Under 8 years old, read by nuclear medicine physician HC281

HC281600 Whole Body Scan, Under 72 months HC281

HC281606 Whole Body Scan, Under 72 months, Nuclear Medicine physician reading HC281

ancestor

descendent

https://github.com/dr-you-group/EDItoOmopPackage
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https://github.com/dr-you-group/EDItoOmopPackage



Criteria Explanation
EDI 

vocabulary
EDI in OHDSI
vocabulary

Uniqueness and 
exclusivity of the 
concept

Concept orientation A concept must be linked with only one term △ ○

Non-semantic concept identifiers There must be a unique code representing a concept X ○

Coverage The domain covered by the terminology system must be consistent and obvious ○ ○

Synonyms uniquely identified and 
mapped to relevant concepts

Synonyms, including abbreviations are managed by unique identifiers, and related 
concepts are mapped

X ○

Hierarchies and 
relationships 
between concepts

Relation The relation of each concept should be defined X ○

Multiple hierarchy A concept can have multiple hierarchies X △

Formal definition Having a structure and definition that can be indexed and processed by computer X ○

Compositionality Terms can be separated into atomic units and have compositional extensibility X X

Management system 
for vocabulary

Concept permanence Even if the used term is updated, the previously used term should not be deleted X ○

Version control When terminology is updated, version information, including changes, must be specified X ○

Multi-language The terminology system supports multiple languages △ ○
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Procedure EDI
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Measurement EDI
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https://www.ohdsi.org/upcoming-working-group-calls/






-- Install the extensions

CREATE EXTENSION plpython3u;

CREATE EXTENSION plpgsql;

-- Check the list of extensions

SELECT * FROM pg_extension;



• Set as Working directory

• Run DevV5_DDL.sql to create 
empty tables

• Put copy of vocabularies 
downloaded from Athena

• Put your source vocabulary

• Reference Schema of 
Working directory

• Run DevV5_DDL.sql to create 
empty tables

• Put copy of vocabularies 
downloaded from Athena













Usually use these support functions:

VOCABULARY_PACK.ProcessManualRelationships()

VOCABULARY_PACK.AddFreshMAPSTO()

VOCABULARY_PACK.DeprecateWrongMAPSTO()

VOCABULARY_PACK.DeleteAmbiguousMAPSTO()













Upcoming OHDSI/OMOP Events in APAC

• 2 events coming up in April in Japan and Thailand

• Japan: Half-day event with lectures, discussions and a hands-on session

• Thailand: Full-day event with lectures and an introductory tutorial



OHDSI/OMOP Event in Japan

• Date: April 17, 2024

• Venue: National Cancer Center Hospital, Tsukiji, Tokyo

• Tentative Agenda
Time Topic Speaker

13:00 – 13:20 OMOP and OHDSI Japan Introduction Tatsuo Hiramatsu

13:20 – 13:30 Generating RWD/RWE in OHDSI APAC using the OMOP CDM Mui Van Zandt

13:30 – 14:00 Ongoing initiatives in Japan OHDSI Japan Collaborators

14:00 – 15:00 Why federated (network) studies within a country?: the OHDSI UK Studyathon experience Dani Prieto-Alhambra

15:00 – 15:45 Discussion between Dani and biostatisticians in Japan

15:45 – 16:00 Open Q&A with audience

16:00 – 16:30 Break

16:30 – 19:30
Hands-on session: Replication of Association of Ticagrelor vs Clopidogrel With Net Adverse 
Clinical Events in Patients With Acute Coronary Syndrome Undergoing Percutaneous 
Coronary Intervention

Seng Chan You

Registrations open at https://odjpn.doorkeeper.jp/events/171041!

https://odjpn.doorkeeper.jp/events/171041


OHDSI/OMOP Event in Thailand

• Date: April 24, 2024

• Venue: Eastin Grand Hotel Phayathai, Bangkok

• Tentative Agenda
Time Topic Speaker

09:10 – 09:30 Trends in RWD/RWE and data standardization Mui Van Zandt

09:30 – 09:50 European OMOP initiatives Sarah Seager

09:50 – 10:10 Local perspectives and considerations on RWD/RWE KOL from Thailand

10:10 – 10:30 Lessons learned adopting OHDSI/OMOP in Thailand Natthawut Adulyanukosol

10:30 – 10:50 Break

10:50 – 11:50 OHDSI/OMOP Introduction Sarah Seager

11:50 – 13:30 Lunch

13:30 – 14:45 OMOP CDM and Vocabulary + Vocabulary mapping exercises Mui Van Zandt/Gyeol Song

14:45 – 15:00 Break

15:00 – 16:30 OMOP Conversion Process + ETL exercises Mui Van Zandt/Gyeol Song

16:30 – 17:00 Closing & Networking



Thank you!
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