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Upcoming Community Calls
Date Topic

July 16 HowOften Initiative & Early Results 

July 23 Building The OHDSI Evidence Network Sprint

July 30 Advances in Patient-Level Prediction

Aug. 6 Building The OHDSI Evidence Network Sprint

Aug. 13 Global Symposium Tutorials

Aug. 20 Building The OHDSI Evidence Network Sprint

Aug. 27 canceled due to ISPE 2024

Sept. 3 New Standardized Vocabularies Release
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July 23: Building The Evidence Network, Session II

Clair Blacketer
Director, Epidemiology Analytics, Janssen Research & Development, Inc.

Paul Nagy
Deputy Director, Johns Hopkins Medicine Technology Innovation Center
Director of Education, Biomedical Informatics and Data Science Graduate
   Training Programs
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?
Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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OHDSI Shoutouts!
Congratulations to the team of 
Kyulee Jeon, Woo Yeon Park, 
Charles E Kahn Jr, Paul Nagy, Seng 
Chan You, and Soon Ho Yoon on the 
publication of Advancing Medical 
Imaging Research Through 
Standardization: The Path to Rapid 
Development, Rigorous Validation, 
and Robust Reproducibility in 
Investigative Radiology.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team of Hyerim 
Ji, Seok Kim, Leonard Sunwoo, Sowon 
Jang, Ho-Young Lee, and Sooyoung 
Yoo on the publication of Integrating 
Clinical Data and Medical Imaging in 
Lung Cancer: Feasibility Study Using 
the Observational Medical Outcomes 
Partnership Common Data Model 
Extension in JMIR Medical Informatics.
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Upcoming Workgroup Calls
Date Time (ET) Meeting

Tuesday 1 pm Common Data Model

Wednesday 1 pm Perinatal & Reproductive Health

Wednesday 4 pm Vulcan/OHDSI

Thursday 9 am OMOP CDM Oncology Vocabulary/Development Subgroup

Thursday 9:30 am Themis

Thursday 12 pm Medical Devices

Friday 10 am GIS-Geographic Information System

Friday 10:30 am Open-Source Community

Friday 11:30 am Steering Group

Friday 11:30 am Clinical Trials

Monday 10 am Africa Chapter

Monday 10 am CDM Survey Subgroup

Tuesday 9 am OMOP CDM Oncology Vocabulary/Development Subgroup



Is Semaglutide Associated with Blinding 
Eye Diseases??

Risk of Nonarteritic Anterior Ischemic Optic Neuropathy
in Patients Prescribed Semaglutide
Jimena Tatiana Hathaway, MD, MPH; Madhura P. Shah, BS; David B. Hathaway, MD;
Seyedeh Maryam Zekavat, MD, PhD; Drenushe Krasniqi, BA; John W. Gittinger Jr, MD; Dean Cestari, MD;
Robert Mallery, MD; Bardia Abbasi, MD; Marc Bouffard, MD; Bart K. Chwalisz, MD;
Tais Estrela, MD; Joseph F. Rizzo III, MD

IMPORTANCE Anecdotal experience raised the possibility that semaglutide, a glucagon-like
peptide 1 receptor agonist (GLP-1 RA) with rapidly increasing use, is associated with
nonarteritic anterior ischemic optic neuropathy (NAION).

OBJECTIVE To investigate whether there is an association between semaglutide and risk of
NAION.

DESIGN, SETTING, AND PARTICIPANTS In a retrospective matched cohort study using data from
a centralized data registry of patients evaluated by neuro-ophthalmologists at 1 academic
institution from December 1, 2017, through November 30, 2023, a search for International
Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems, Tenth Revision code H47.01
(ischemic optic neuropathy) and text search yielded 16 827 patients with no history of
NAION. Propensity matching was used to assess whether prescribed semaglutide was
associated with NAION in patients with type 2 diabetes (T2D) or overweight/obesity, in each
case accounting for covarying factors (sex, age, systemic hypertension, T2D, obstructive
sleep apnea, obesity, hyperlipidemia, and coronary artery disease) and contraindications for
use of semaglutide. The cumulative incidence of NAION was determined with the
Kaplan-Meier method and a Cox proportional hazards regression model adjusted for potential
confounding comorbidities. Data were analyzed from December 1, 2017, through November
30, 2023.

EXPOSURES Prescriptions for semaglutide vs non–GLP-1 RA medications to manage either
T2D or weight.

MAIN OUTCOMES AND MEASURES Cumulative incidence and hazard ratio of NAION.

RESULTS Among 16 827 patients, 710 had T2D (194 prescribed semaglutide; 516 prescribed
non–GLP-1 RA antidiabetic medications; median [IQR] age, 59 [49-68] years; 369 [52%]
female) and 979 were overweight or obese (361 prescribed semaglutide; 618 prescribed
non–GLP-1 RA weight-loss medications; median [IQR] age, 47 [32-59] years; 708 [72%]
female). In the population with T2D, 17 NAION events occurred in patients prescribed
semaglutide vs 6 in the non–GLP-1 RA antidiabetes cohort. The cumulative incidence of
NAION for the semaglutide and non–GLP-1 RA cohorts over 36 months was 8.9% (95% CI,
4.5%-13.1%) and 1.8% (95% CI, 0%-3.5%), respectively. A Cox proportional hazards
regression model showed higher risk of NAION for patients receiving semaglutide (hazard
ratio [HR], 4.28; 95% CI, 1.62-11.29); P < .001). In the population of patients who were
overweight or obese, 20 NAION events occurred in the prescribed semaglutide cohort vs 3 in
the non–GLP-1 RA cohort. The cumulative incidence of NAION for the semaglutide vs
non–GLP-1 RA cohorts over 36 months was 6.7% (95% CI, 3.6%-9.7%) and 0.8% (95% CI,
0%-1.8%), respectively. A Cox proportional hazards regression model showed a higher risk of
NAION for patients prescribed semaglutide (HR, 7.64; 95% CI, 2.21-26.36; P < .001).

CONCLUSIONS AND RELEVANCE This study’s findings suggest an association between
semaglutide and NAION. As this was an observational study, future study is required to assess
causality.

JAMA Ophthalmol. doi:10.1001/jamaophthalmol.2024.2296
Published online July 3, 2024.
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Supplemental content

Author Affiliations: Harvard T.H.
Chan School of Public Health, Boston,
Massachusetts (J. T. Hathaway);
Department of Ophthalmology,
Massachusetts Eye and Ear, Harvard
Medical School, Boston
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NAION = stroke of 
the optic nerve

Hazard Ratio of NAION 4.28 (95% CI: 1.62 – 11.29, P < .001)

“The best approaches to confirm, refute, or re- fine our 
findings would be to conduct a much larger, retrospective, 
multicenter population-based cohort study; a prospective, 
randomized clinical study; or a postmarket analysis of all 
GLP-1 RA drugs.”
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Next CBER Best Seminar: July 17
Speaker: Yonas Ghebremichael-
Weldeselassie, Lecturer of Statistics at 
School of Mathematics and Statistics, The 
Open University, UK

Topic: A modified self-controlled case series 
method for event-dependent exposures and 
high event-related mortality, with 
application to COVID-19 vaccine safety

Date/Time: Wednesday, July 17, 11 am ET

ohdsi.org/cber-best-seminar-series
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#OHDSI2024 Registration Is Open!
Registration is OPEN for the 2024 
OHDSI Global Symposium, which 
will be held Oct. 22-24 at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel in New 
Brunswick, N.J., USA.

Tuesday: Tutorials
Wednesday: Plenary/Showcase
Thursday: Workgroup Activities

ohdsi.org/OHDSI2024



Please contact Marty Alvarez at malvarez2@tuftsmedicalcenter.org for calendar invite or questions.

The Center for Advanced Healthcare Research 
Informatics (CAHRI) at Tufts Medicine welcomes:

Melissa Haendel, PhD
Director of Precision Health & Translational Informatics and the Sarah 
Graham Kenan Distinguished Professor in the Department of Genetics at 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and co-founder of the 
Monarch Initiative and the National Covid Cohort Collaborative

‘Journeys across the translational divide: making 
healthcare and basic research data interoperable’
July 25, 2024, 11am-12pm EST
Virtually via Zoom

mailto:malvarez2@tuftsmedicalcenter.org
https://wellforce.zoom.us/j/99122776141


@OHDSI www.ohdsi.org #JoinTheJourney ohdsi

#OHDSISocialShowcase

Advancing Certification and 
Evaluation of Medical 
Device Software in the EU 
using OMOP
(Frédéric Jung, Chang Sun, Mahmoud Ibrahim, 
Gökhan Ertaylan)

MONDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase

SNOMED overhaul and 
its impact on ETL and 
phenotyping
(Masha Khitrun, Alexander Davydov, Oleg 
Zhuk)

TUESDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase

OMOPification of real world 
cancer data to enable 
privacy-preserving analytics 
for cancer research
(Prabash Galgane Banduge, Anne-Lore Bynens, 
Cedric Gillissen, Andre Dekker, Petros 
Kalendralis, Pascal Suppers, Alberto Traverso, 
Lizza Hendriks, Aiara Lobo Gomes)

WEDNESDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase

The association between 
comorbid depression and 
insulin initiation in type 2 
diabetes A cohort OHDSI study
(Christianus Heru Setiawan, Daniel C.A. Nugroho , 
Phan Thanh Phuc , Septi Melisa, Muhammad 
Solihuddin Muhtar, Nguyen Phung Anh, Jason C. 
Hsu)

THURSDAY
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#OHDSISocialShowcase

Empowering research with 
seamless data flow and research-
ready, anonymised data in OMOP 
CDM: Learnings from the design of 
WAYFIND-R, a global precision 
oncology registry and research 
platform
(Tom Stone, Yuri Pyatkin, Ana Ferro, Dimitar 
Toshev)

FRIDAY
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Opening: Health Data Scientist, Erasmus MC
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Opening: Sr AD, Real World Evidence & Analytics
Boehringer Ingelheim
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Opening: Lead Director, RWE Distributed Research
CVS Health
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Openings: Postdoctoral Fellow, Johns Hopkins Univ.
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Where Are We Going?

Any other announcements 
of upcoming work, events, 

deadlines, etc?
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July 16: HowOften Initiative & Early Results
Hsin Yi “Cindy” Chen
MD-PhD Student
Columbia University Department of Biomedical Informatics 

Azza Shoaibi
Director, Observational Health Data Analytics
Janssen Research and Development

Elise Ruan
Clinical Informatics Fellow
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital/Columbia University

George Hripcsak
Professor of Biomedical Informatics
Columbia University
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The weekly OHDSI community call is held 
every Tuesday at 11 am ET.

Everybody is invited!

Links are sent out weekly and available at: 
ohdsi.org/community-calls


