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Author’s reply:

“We would like to reassure the readers that the vast majority of 
the study1 was indeed done within the 5 day study-a-thon, 
where we brought together individuals with knowledge of the 
data sources used, methodological approaches used, and
the clinical area of interest. During this week the study was 
designed (with both the study protocol and the analytic code to 
implement it written), the analyses were run across the various 
data sources, and the results were then considered and 
interpreted. This time frame does of course leave aside the 
somewhat slower process of academic publishing (ie, editing 
the manuscript before submission, journal submission, and 
then responding to reviewer comments).”
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