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Welcome to OHDSI 2025!



Thank you OHDSI 2025 Symposium Sponsors!



Thank you to our inaugural 
OHDSI Advisory Board member



Thank you for OHDSI 2025 Scientific Review 
Committee

Please stand!

• Adriana Campos

• Anna Ostropolets

• Anum Minhas

• Asieh Golozar

• Ben Hamlin

• Ben Martin

• Bill Baumgartner

• Christophe Lambert

• Chungsoo Kim

• Clair Blacketer

• Daniel Nugroho

• Davera Gabriel

• Evan Minty

• Evanette Burrows

• Hanieh Razzaghi

• James Gilbert

• Joel Swerdel

• Jose Posada

• Juan Banda

• Kanakadurga Kunamneni

• Kevin Haynes

• Linying Zhang

• Melanie Philofsky

• Mornin Feng

• Mui Van Zandt

• Naijun Chen

• Nicole Pratt

• Patrick Ryan

• Paul Nagy

• Regan Harle

• Rupa Makadia

• Sarah Seager

• Seng Chan You

• Shanshan Lin

• Summera Zhou

• Thamir Alshammari

• Tina Parciak

• Yudha Saputra

• Zhen  Lin



Thank you to those who made today happen

• Elisse Katzman

• Craig Sachson

• Ann Marshak

• Anita Barrett

• Angely Arriaza Portillo

• Sofia Ellis-Chin

• Charika Johnson

• Ilse Vermeulen

• Patrick Ryan

• OHDSI Steering Workgroup

• Adit Anand

• Tara Anand

• James Baker

• Cindy Chen

• Fangyi Chen

• Yilu Fang

• Poonanakarn Panjasriprakarn

• Sandy Yang

Please stand!



Please stand!



A moment of silence for those not with us today

Jamie Weaver Andrew Williams



OHDSI’s mission

To improve health by empowering a 
community to collaboratively generate 

the evidence that promotes better 
health decisions and better care



OHDSI’s values

• Innovation: Observational research is a field which will benefit greatly from 
disruptive thinking. We actively seek and encourage fresh methodological 
approaches in our work.

• Reproducibility: Accurate, reproducible, and well-calibrated evidence is 
necessary for health improvement.

• Community: Everyone is welcome to actively participate in OHDSI, whether you 
are a patient, a health professional, a researcher, or someone who simply 
believes in our cause.

• Collaboration: We work collectively to prioritize and address the real world 
needs of our community’s participants.

• Openness: We strive to make all our community’s proceeds open and publicly 
accessible, including the methods, tools and the evidence that we generate.

• Beneficence: We seek to protect the rights of individuals and organizations 
within our community at all times.





OHDSI collaborators

OHDSI By The Numbers

• 4,751 collaborators

• 88 countries

• 9,004 followers on LinkedIn

• 21 time zones

• 6 continents

• 1 community

Join the Journey at https://ohdsi.org/

https://ohdsi.org/


Workgroups led by community 



Regional chapters and national nodes



OMOP Common Data Model adoption

OMOP CDM Users By The 

Numbers

• 544 data sources

• 54 countries

• 974 million unique patient records
(12% of world’s population)



European Health Data & Evidence Network (EHDEN)

Blacketer 
JMIR 
2025





OHDSI standardized vocabularies

Our Journey Page 60-61



OHDSI collaborations in scholarship

>900 

publications, including 
in top clinical journals 
(JAMA, BMJ, Lancet, 

JAMA Internal 
Medicine, JACC) and 

leading methodological 
journals (JAMIA, JBI, 

Nature Digital 
Medicine)



Adam Kiehl
Albert Prats Uribe
Alicia Abellan
Alison Callahan
Andrew Williams
Anna Ostropolets
Anne Martel
Anthony Sena
Asieh Golozar
Asiyah Lin
Azza Shoaibi
Blake Dewey
Charles Bailey
Clair Blacketer
Cynthia Sung

Daniel Smith
Danielle Boyce
Davera Gabriel
David Vizcaya
Egill Fridgeirsson
Emma Bollig
Eric N. Brown
Feng Mengling
Gabriel Salvador
Gord Mawdsley
Gowtham Rao
Gregory Klebanov
Hamed Abedtash
Hanieh Razzaghi 
James Brown

Jen Wooyeon Park
Jennifer Granick
Joel Swerdel
Julie Cha 
Kaveri A. Thakoor
Konstantin Iaroshovets
Kristin Kostka
Kyulee Jeon
Louisa H. Smith
Loyd Wayde Shipman
Manlik Kwong
Marc Suchard
Martijn Schuemie
Melanie Philofsky
Michael Hardisty

Michael Matheny
Michel J.F. Walravens
Mike Hamidi
Nicole Gerlanc
Paul Nagy
Pratyush Rai
Rakesh Babu
Regan Harle
Robert Koski
Rupa Makadia
Seng Chan You
Stephanie Leonard
Teri Sippel Schmidt
Vishwanath H. Prathikanti
Will Beasley

Book of OHDSI
Christian Reich and Sarah Seager



Open-source software development

• HADES is an ecosystem of 41 R 
packages to support standardized 
analytics  for the OMOP CDM and 
across OHDSI network

• OHDSI CRAN packages (n=22) have 
been downloaded >1m times



Upcoming events





OHDSI 2025 Symposium agenda today



OHDSI 2025 Symposium agenda tomorrow
Workgroups 



Don't forget to vote
BEST CONTRIBUTION TO THE SHOWCASE VOTING FORM

SCAN QR CODE FOR IMPORTANT LINKS:
OHDSI SYMPOSIUM AGENDA

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
COLLABORATOR SHOWCASE HANDOUT & DIAGRAMS

THURSDAY WORKGROUP DIAGRAMS
BEST CONTRIBUTION TO THE SHOWCASE VOTING 

FORM
SYMPOSIUM EVALUATION FORM



Truth in Science

• Truth in science has been a common topic in the news recently. 
OHDSI was founded to promote truth in science and trust in 
results. What are the ingredients that lead to truth? Here is 
what I came up with. Some are for science in general, and 
some are more specific to observational research.



Desire

• You have to desire truth to obtain it. If you don’t want the 
truth, then science will do nothing for you.



Doubt

• Even if you desire truth, if you think you already have it, then 
you are done. Science cannot help you unless you doubt your 
own position and are open to other conclusions.



Temptation

• Human nature and the unconscious mind being what they are, 
if you make cheating possible, you will do it. Only through pre-
specification of the design of the experiment can you avoid the 
temptation of embarking on an iterative tour straight to your 
original suspicion or hope.



Judgment

• Every step of an experiment should be judged for accuracy and 
reliability through diagnostics, replacing mere assertion of 
competence.



Generosity

• You must share your data, your methods, and your software so 
that others can replicate the experiment.



Perspective

• An important way to tell if this experiment is true is to try 
different data, approaches, context, methods, and related 
hypotheses to study the operating characteristics of your study 
and triangulate to a more stable result.



Reach

• In medicine, you need to account for variation in the human 
population and reach around the world to uncover true 
differences.



Honesty

• You can’t just publish your positive results or they become 
valueless because others won’t know how many experiments it 
took to get this one, undermining the logic of statistical 
inference. You must also disclose the results of your 
diagnostics.



Truth in Science

• This may seem too high a bar for practical science. For 
whatever reason, the first four people who popped into my 
mind were: George Washington, who despite his involvement 
in slavery, stepped away from a third term as president and set 
the pace for a new nation that would become a world leader; 
Martin Luther King, Jr. for his pursuit of truth and fairness 
despite the sacrifice; Mahatma Gandhi and his satyagraha, or 
devotion to truth; and, more recently, Pope Francis for the 
direction he set.

• The toughest part of truth in science is not about the science.



Civil court

• Trademark infringement

• Science versus debate



Climate debate

• Use the same tactic in climate

• Show legitimate flaws in an argument

– E.g., that something is unsettled

• Then use debate to push forward a side, not backed by science



Diuretics in hypertension

• In 2023, presented the story of hydrochlorothiazide (HCTZ) versus 
chlorthalidone
– HCTZ favored as effective with few side effects
– Chlorthalidone longer lasting, more potent

• Effort to bring chlorthalidone back
• Limit grants to chlorthalidone, indirect meta-analysis

– 2020 OHDSI LEGEND study shows equal effectiveness and HCTZ safer
• Letter by Tom Frieden and others dispute it

– 2022 VA RCT confirms OHDSI
• 4 other large-scale observational studies agree

– The research field largely ignores the RCT, saying it must be flawed
• UpToDate favors chlorthalidone



Diuretics in hypertension: you can convince people

OHDSI

RCTs not gold 
standard of 
evidence



Truth in Science

• OHDSI’s job is not to debate or try to convince those who don’t 
want the truth

• OHDSI’s job is to supply truth to those who want to know, so 
they can bolster their arguments and win debates

• Eventually, truth wins



Truth in Science

• As long as OHDSI exists, it will stand for truth.



International leaders



Peter Rijnbeek – DARWIN-EU



Data Analysis and Real World Interrogation Network (DARWIN EU®)

DARWIN EU® is a federated network 

of data, expertise and services that 

supports better decision-making 

throughout the product lifecycle by 

generating reliable evidence from 

real world healthcare data 

A paradigm shift for the use of real-world health data for regulatory purpose in the EU



https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/about-us/how-we-work/data-regulation-big-data-other-sources/real-world-evidence

2022

4 studies 
initiated

2023

19 studies 
initiated

2024

47 studies
initiated

2025

~100 studies 
initiated

30 Data Partners as of Feb 
2025 (~ +10 by end of Feb 

2026) in  16 European 
countries

Impact: Report on regulatory-led studies using real-
world data, June2025

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/about-us/how-we-work/data-regulation-big-data-other-sources/real-world-evidence
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Liesbet Peeters – OHDSI Europe



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_4Tb5EQiKq9D2uLndya8YA37HqxRH6tv/view

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_4Tb5EQiKq9D2uLndya8YA37HqxRH6tv/view




Nicole Pratt – AHDEN



AHDEN
 The Australia Health Data Evidence 

Network

Supporting the 
transformation of hospital-
based Electronic Medical 
Record (EMR) data to the 

OMOP CDM

Building a national data 
infrastructure for 

standardised, federated 
health data research 

Enabling researchers to 
generate insights efficiently 

without compromising 
data security or privacy

https://ardc.edu.au/project/australian-
health-data-evidence-network-ahden/



International leaders
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