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Upcoming Community Calls

Date Topic

Jan. 13 Where Can We Go Together in 2026?

Jan. 20 Connections for Future Collaborations

Jan. 27 Education and Innovation Brainstorm

Feb. 3 2026 Workgroup Objectives & Key Results, Part 1

Feb 10 2026 Workgroup Objectives & Key Results, Part 2
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?

Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team of Ka Hee Yoo, 
Kyung Joo Lee, Sang Min Lee, Changwoo 
Han, Rae Woong Park and Young Tak Jo on 
the publication of Comparative 
effectiveness of selective serotonin 
reuptake inhibitors versus serotonin-
norepinephrine reuptake inhibitors in the 
risk of diagnostic conversion from unipolar 
depression to bipolar disorder in the 
International Journal of Psychiatry in 
Clinical Practice.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team of Ori 
Berger, Shaked Menashe, Shiri 
Damti Geva, Reychel Yakubov, Maor 
Ben Yehuda, Mor Peleg, and Ran 
Talisman on the publication of 
Lipomas are associated with a 
higher prevalence of metabolic 
syndrome components: a 
multicenter cross-sectional study in 
Frontiers in Endocrinology.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team of Ever 
Augusto Torres-Silva, Juan José 
Gaviria-Jiménez, Ana María Guevara-
Zambrano, Laura Herrera-Almanza, 
and José Flórez-Arango on the 
publication of Synthetic data from a 
common data model for artificial 
intelligence applications in maternal 
health: experience report in the 
Colombian context in Biomedica.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team of Ylenia 
Murgia, Roberta Gazzarata, Mario 
Ciampi, Mario Sicuranza, Franco Cirillo, 
Christian Esposito, Norbert Maggi, 
Gabriella Balestra, Lucia Sacchi, and 
Mauro Giacomini on the publication of 
The challenges of national health data 
ecosystems in feeding the European 
health data space: the Italian example 
in Frontiers in Medicine.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team of 
Weihao Cheng and Zekai Yu on 
the publication of Toward 
semantic interoperability of 
imaging and clinical data: 
reflections on the DICOM-
OMOP integration framework 
in JAMIA.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team of Srinivas R. Sadda, 
Charles C. Wykoff, Itay Chowers, Jean-Francois 
Korobelnik, Raja Narayana, Rajeev R. Pappuru, 
Frank G. Holz, Robyn Guymer, Chui Ming Gemmy 
Cheung, David S. Boyer, Michael Ip, Heiko G. 
Niessen, Nancy Holenkamp, Mary Durbin, 
Stephanie Magazzeni, Anne-Marie Cairns, Carlos 
Ciller, Natasa Jovic, Joseph Blair, Sandro De Zanet & 
Aaron Y. Lee on the publication of Initiation of a 
global consortium to study the progression of age-
related macular degeneration: RIMR AMD 
consortium report # 1 in Graefe's Archive for Clinical 
and Experimental Ophthalmology.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team of Henk Van der Pol, 
Tina Kringelbach, Maria Martin Agudo, Gabriel 
Bratseth Stav, Gro Live Fagereng, Marta Fiocco, 
Ragnhild Sørum Falk, Victoria Homer, Soemeya 
Haj Mohammad, Hans Timmer, Loic Verlingue, 
Åslaug Helland, Kristoffer Rohrberg, Ulrik Lassen, 
Sarah Halford, Katriina Jalkanen, Tanja Juslin, 
Matthew G Krebs, Julio Oliveira, Edita 
Baltruskeviciene, Kristiina Ojamaa, Kjetil Taskén, 
and Hans Gelderblom on the publication of 
Procedures of data merging in precision cancer 
medicine: the PRIME-ROSE project in Acta 
Oncologica.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team of Guannan Gong, Jessica 
Liu, Sameer Pandya, Cristian Taborda, Nathalie 
Wiesendanger, Nate Price, Will Byron, Andreas Coppi, 
Patrick Young, Christina Wiess, Haley Dunning, 
Courtney Barganier, Rachel Brodeur, Neal Fischbach, 
Patricia LoRusso, Lajos Pusztai, So Yeon Kim, Mariya 
Rozenblit, Michael Cecchini, Anne Mongiu, Lourdes 
Mendez, Edward Kaftan, Charles Torre Jr, Harlan 
Krumholz, Ian Krop, Wade Schulz, Maryam Lustberg, 
and Pamela L Kunz on the publication of Clinical Trial 
Patient Matching: A Real-Time, Common Data Model 
and Artificial Intelligence-Driven System for 
Semiautomated Patient Prescreening in Cancer 
Clinical Trials in JCO Clinical Cancer Informatics.
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OHDSI Shoutouts!

Congratulations to the team of 
Jessica Liu, Sameer Pandya, 
Andreas Coppi,H. Patrick Young, 
Harlan M. Krumholz, Wade L. 
Schulz, Guannan Gong on the 
publication of Assessment of the 
integrity of real-time electronic 
health record data used in clinical 
research in PLOS One.
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?

Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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Upcoming Workgroup Calls

Date Time (ET) Meeting

Tuesday 12 pm ATLAS/WebAPI

Thursday 8 am India Community Call

Thursday 12 pm HADES

Friday 10 am GIS– Geographic Information System

Friday 10:30 am Open-Source Community

Monday 9 am Africa Chapter
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ATHENA Survey
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LATAM Steering
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Columbia DBMI Summer School 
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Oxford Summer School Registration Opens
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2026 Global Symposium

The 2026 OHDSI Global 
Symposium will return 
to the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in New 
Brunswick, N.J., on  
Oct. 20-22. 
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2026 Global Symposium

Deadline to submit 
proposals for #OHDSI2026 

plenaries or tutorials is 
Jan. 30, 2026!
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2026 Europe Symposium
The 2026 OHDSI 
Europe Symposium 
returns to Rotterdam 
next year and will be 
held April 18-20. 

The deadline for 
abstract submissions 
will be Feb. 6, 2026.



www.ohdsi.org#JoinTheJourney

#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

Preserving the DNA of 
Clinical Intent: Integrating 
IMO Health API services 
into OHDSI Extract-
Transform-Load Process

(Evan Sholle, David Haines, Chandan 
Ravishankar, Tejaswini Viswanath, 
Merlin Simoes, Daniel Timke, Sajjad 
Abedian, Frank Naeymi-Rad)

Monday
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

Prediction of 
Hyperuricemia and Its 
Association with Renal 
failure, Cardiovascular 
Prognosis in Adults with 
Type 2 Diabetes mellitus

(Sujin Gan, Dong Yun Lee, Rae Woong 
Park)

Tuesday
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

Real-World Treatment 
Pathways of Lung Cancer 
Patients in Taiwan:  A 
Common Data Model 
Analysis Using TMUCRD

(Nguyen Thi Kim Hien, Thanh-Phuc 
Phan, Nam Hoai Vo, Muhammad 
Solihuddin Muhtar, Christianus Heru 
Setiawan, Septi Melisa, Jason C. Hsu)

Wednesday
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

Empowering Trial by 
Multi-source Multi-site 
Real-world Data: A 
Negative Control-
Calibrated Digital Twin 
Approach 
(Dazheng Zhang, Huiyuan Wang, 
Yiwen Lu, Yong Chen)

Thursday
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#OHDSISocialShowcase This Week

How do changes in 
vocabulary mapping 
and database release 
versions affect cohort 
composition in real-
world data?
(Jill Hardin, Evanette Burrows, Azza 
Shaoibi, Clair Blacketer)

Friday



OHDSI Network Study: 
2025 Bridging Evidence Gaps

Comparative Risk of Infection in Rheumatic Disease Patients 
Initiating Immunosuppressive Therapy



Background

• Rheumatic/autoimmune diseases (including myositis, scleroderma, 
lupus, uveitis) are a group of conditions associated with high morbidity 
and mortality

• Majority of patients are treated with immune-suppressing medications

• Infectious complications are a major contributor to adverse outcomes, 
driven largely by the immunosuppressive therapies used for treatment



Gaps in Current Evidence/Guidelines

Major gaps remain in comparative safety across rheumatic 
disease medications, including a lack of head-to-head data

There is also insufficient evidence on optimal vaccination 
strategies and antimicrobial prophylaxis

Quantification of risk largely unknown; “rare”, “sometimes”



Study Design
• Population: Adults aged ≥18 years with prevalent rheumatic disease, including systemic lupus erythematosus 

(SLE), systemic sclerosis (SSc), inflammatory myositis (IM), or non-infectious uveitis, identified using previously 
validated OHDSI phenotype algorithms

• Comparators: Two complementary analytic aims will be pursued:
• Aim 1 (Monotherapy comparisons): New users of mycophenolate mofetil (MMF), rituximab (RTX), intravenous 

immunoglobulin (IVIG), or Janus kinase inhibitors (JAKi; tofacitinib, baricitinib)
• Aim 2 (Combination therapy comparisons): Prevalent users of a conventional immunosuppressant (MMF, 

methotrexate [MTX], or azathioprine [AZA]) who initiate a second immunosuppressive agent (e.g., RTX, 
IVIG, JAKi), compared across alternative add-on strategies

• Outcomes:
• Varicella zoster virus infection (shingles)
• Hospitalized infection (composite)
• Progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML)
• Pneumocystis jirovecii pneumonia (PJP)

• Design: New-user and new-user/active-comparator designs. Time-to-event analyses will be conducted using 
propensity score–adjusted Cox proportional hazards models, with large-scale propensity scores derived from all 
available covariates in the OMOP-CDM. Negative control outcomes, subgroup analyses (e.g., vaccination and 
prophylaxis status), and multiple sensitivity analyses will be performed to assess robustness and residual 
confounding.



Participating Sites (thus far)

• Johns Hopkins
• Jansen (Johnson & Johnson)
• Columbia University
• Stanford University
• University of Southern California
• Penn State University
• UT Southwestern



The ask of the OHDSI Community:

1. Feedback on protocol: 
• design
• assumptions
• concept sets
• analysis plans

2. Feedback on code (Strategus): 
• Does it match protocol intent? 
• Can it be more efficient? 

3. If interested, participate as a data partner!



If you’re still listening and interested…

• Protocol and code published to Microsoft teams page, OHDSI Forums, 
and GitHub 

• Teams meetings on January 26th 10 AM EST and January 28th 11 AM EST 
for those interested:

• OHDSI Rheumatology Network Study Feedback - January 26th

• OHDSI Rheumatology Network Study Feedback - January 28th

• Message me at cmecoli1@jhmi.edu with questions

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTM3ZTAzMGYtOGZhNy00YjQ3LThmMzAtM2YwNmJhMDg2YWZl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229fa4f438-b1e6-473b-803f-86f8aedf0dec%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228367ca28-bcf8-4477-81cd-15a38d156c39%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTM3ZTAzMGYtOGZhNy00YjQ3LThmMzAtM2YwNmJhMDg2YWZl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229fa4f438-b1e6-473b-803f-86f8aedf0dec%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228367ca28-bcf8-4477-81cd-15a38d156c39%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTM3ZTAzMGYtOGZhNy00YjQ3LThmMzAtM2YwNmJhMDg2YWZl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229fa4f438-b1e6-473b-803f-86f8aedf0dec%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228367ca28-bcf8-4477-81cd-15a38d156c39%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTM3ZTAzMGYtOGZhNy00YjQ3LThmMzAtM2YwNmJhMDg2YWZl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229fa4f438-b1e6-473b-803f-86f8aedf0dec%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228367ca28-bcf8-4477-81cd-15a38d156c39%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTYyZGEzZTAtYjZiYS00YTEwLTg1YWEtODNmYTU5MjY3MjY1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229fa4f438-b1e6-473b-803f-86f8aedf0dec%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228367ca28-bcf8-4477-81cd-15a38d156c39%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTYyZGEzZTAtYjZiYS00YTEwLTg1YWEtODNmYTU5MjY3MjY1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229fa4f438-b1e6-473b-803f-86f8aedf0dec%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228367ca28-bcf8-4477-81cd-15a38d156c39%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTYyZGEzZTAtYjZiYS00YTEwLTg1YWEtODNmYTU5MjY3MjY1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229fa4f438-b1e6-473b-803f-86f8aedf0dec%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228367ca28-bcf8-4477-81cd-15a38d156c39%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTYyZGEzZTAtYjZiYS00YTEwLTg1YWEtODNmYTU5MjY3MjY1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229fa4f438-b1e6-473b-803f-86f8aedf0dec%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228367ca28-bcf8-4477-81cd-15a38d156c39%22%7d
mailto:cmecoli1@jhmi.edu
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Where Are We Going?

Any other announcements 

of upcoming work, events, 

deadlines, etc?
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Three Stages of The Journey

Where Have We Been?

Where Are We Now?

Where Are We Going?
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The weekly OHDSI community call is held 
every Tuesday at 11 am ET.

Everybody is invited!

Links are sent out weekly and available at: 
ohdsi.org/community-calls-2025
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