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Agenda

ÅOHDSI News

Å2025 OHDSI APAC Symposium Recap

ÅAPAC 2025 Closing: How did OHDSI APAC do in 2025
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OHDSI India Symposium Dec. 2
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2026 OHDSI Europe Symposium

Deadline for abstract submission 

is Feb. 6, 2026

Registration has not opened yet
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2026 OHDSI Global Symposium
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OHDSI APAC Symposium: Tutorial day



From Global to Regional Impact ςOHDSI Across APAC
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From Research to Reflection:
APAC Studies and Lessons Learned
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Database, from FPG to medical burden
ChangranWang from FudanUniv.

Gastrointestinal Risk of GLP-1 RA vs. SGLT-2i 
in T2DM: A Distributed Network 

Observational Study ςOverview, Progress 
and Experimental Insights

Sun Feng from Peking Univ.

Study the Disease Trajectory of T2DM with 
Transformer-based Model: Lessons Learned

SihuiLuo from USTC



Lightning Talks
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From Regional Insights to Local Challenges:
Real-world Evidence and OHDSI/OMOP in China
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Take your research out into the world! 
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My insights
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Networking

Face-to-Face

Momentum



2025 OHDSI APAC Symposium
Reflection (by Hanjae Kim)

18 Dec 2025



Hanjae Kim 

(Mar 2025 - Present) Department of Biomedical Systems Informatics, 
Yonsei University College of Medicine ςaŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

(Mar 2017 - Feb 2024) Yonsei University College of Nursing ςB.S.

Email: oneash082498@yuhs.ac / oneash082498@gmail.com

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/ hanjae-kim

Instagram: @oneash0824

First year in graduate school.

First time in OHDSI Symposium.
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Dec 6-7, 2025 (Shanghai)

17



Day 1: Tutorial Session
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Dinner with Yongqi, Xiaowei from Peking Univ.
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Day 2: Main Conference
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Day 2: Main Conference
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Day 2: Main Conference
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Thank You!
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From Online to In-Person: My First 
Year with OHDSI APAC

YongqiZheng, Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Peking University



My journey into OHDSI APAC (2025)
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ÅGuidedby Prof. Sun,I joinedthe APACChinastudycollaboration

ÅStartedmy own OHDSI-basedresearch: GastrointestinalRiskof GLP-1 ReceptorAgonistsversus

SGLT-2 Inhibitorsin Type2 Diabetes: ADistributedNetworkObservationalStudy

ÅLearningҦContributing



Learning through regular engagement
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ÅBi-weeklyAPACStudymeetings: discussions,progressupdates,peersupport

ÅLearningATLASandthe OHDSIworkflow hands-on

ÅJoiningthe monthlyOHDSIAPACCommunityCall

ÅMeetingmanymembersviaonlinechannels

Sorryτ I forgot to take a screenshot of the 
meeting  :(



APAC Symposium in Shanghai
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ÅDay1: Tutorials(hands-on learning)

ÅDay2: Symposium(community,networks,collaboration)

ÅMy takeaway: OHDSIfeels collaborative, fast-moving,

inclusive,andwelcomingto newcomers

ÅPersonalnote: I expectedthe tutorials to feel άƴŜǿΣέ

but they felt surprisinglyfamiliar

Onlinemeetingshelpedme learn the workflow in

advance, so the in-person sessionsfelt warm,

smooth,andinstantlyconnected



From online to in-person: 
finally meeting the community
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ÅGreat to meet people I
previouslyonlyknew

ÅMany members I ŘƛŘƴΩǘ
get a chance to take
photos withτbut LΩƳ
gratefulto havemet you



Other moments
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ÅA fun activity: signing a globe balloon and
passingit to others

ÅWhyit ismostmemorable: it madethe global
participation feel tangibleτpeople from
different places,workingon together

Informal 
conversations at 
tea breaks and 
dinners



Looking ahead: how I could contribute
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Å Continuepushingmy researchforwardwithin OHDSIstandards

Å Share practical OHDSItools and workflows (ATLAS/HADES,diagnostics,

reproduciblepipelines)

Å Collaborate with partners who need supportτshare methods, share

evidence,andco-build reliableresults



My first year with OHDSI (2025)

Xiaowei Chen 

Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, School 
of Public Health, Peking University



My OHDSI journey in 2025
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March

Study proposal session

Å OHDSI China Collaborators
Å Pre: The effect of angiotensin-

receptor blocker (ARB) on the 
development of chronic 
diabetic complications in 
patients with type 2 diabetes 
mellitus: a target trial 
emulation study (not be 
selected)

AprςNov

Bi-weekly Meeting

Å Lurking and learning in 
PKU 2025 APAC China 
Study 2 (regular calls, 
methods & OMOP)

Dec

APAC Symposium 
(Shanghai)

Å Poster + lightning talk
Å Pre: Effectiveness and 

safety of sitagliptin added 
to metformin in real -
world type2 diabetes 
patients: a target trial 
emulation study 

Theme: learning through open collaboration



March: Study proposal session
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What I presented
The effect of angiotensin-receptor blocker 
(ARB) on chronic diabetic complications in 
T2DM: a target trial emulation study

ωProtocol-first thinking: Sequential trial TTE, 
define interventions, outcomes, 
assignment procedures, time zero and 
follow-up schedules, causal contrasts and 
statistical analysis methods clearly

ωOutcome phenotyping & validation are as 
important as modeling

ωPlan sensitivity analyses early (lag periods, 
PP analysis, etc.)

Expert feedback I received
ωWell-designed study, but a sequential trial 

framework is not yet established in the OHDSI 
network

ωDefine clear active comparator to strengthen 
visibility and provide more reliable evidence

ωSequential trials are challenging without a 
clear indication for ARBsτconsider restricting 
to routine clinical indications (e.g., 
hypertension)

ωA quick updateτbased on the feedback,  
refined the design and  completed the study in 
the Yinzhou database. It was accepted for a 
spotlight poster presentation at ACPE in Hong 
Kong, and was presented in November

Although not selected as a 2025 APAC Study, the discussion was hugely valuable.



AprςNov: Learning in APAC China Study 2-PKU

35

¢Ƙƛǎ άǎƘŀŘƻǿƛƴƎέ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦŜŜƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŀōƭŜΦ

What I did

ÅAttended  2025 APAC China Study 2 (PKU 
Yongqi) calls every 2 weeks

ÅListened to study design, implementation, 
and troubleshooting discussions

ÅFollowed how a multi-site OHDSI study 
progresses from idea Ҧprotocol Ҧ
analysis Ҧpooled results

What I learned
ωOMOP CDM mindset: standardized data 

enables scalable, federated evidence
ωCohort definitions in ATLAS: iterating 

inclusion/exclusion is a key skill
ωDiagnostics should be routine
ωFeasibility analysis
ωCollaboration workflow: transparent 

documentation + version control (e.g., 
GitHub)



Dec: 2025 OHDSI APAC Symposium (Shanghai)
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What I gained
ωIn-person meets and discussions with 

collaborators I previously only met online
ωHands-on OMOP courses: mapping, cohort 

building, and study execution
ωNew ideas from other studies (phenotyping, 

transportability, and diagnostics)
ωConfidence from presenting and receiving 

constructive questions

My contribution

Selected for BOTH:

Poster Lightning talk

Effectiveness and safety of sitagliptin added 
to metformin in real-world T2DM patients: a 
target trial emulation study
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Reflections & insights from the Symposium

1) Community matters

ωFriendly and supportive culture lowers the 
barrier for newcomers

ωOpen sharing (protocols, code, diagnostics) 
accelerates collective learning

2) OMOP is the foundation
ωMapping and data quality checks 

determine what questions are answerable
ω/ƻƘƻǊǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎέ ǘƘŀǘ 

need iteration and review

3) RWS needs transparency

ωBe explicit about index date, confounding 
control, censoring rules, diagnostics and 
cohort definitions 

ωShould be reported as first-class results

4) Academicnetworking is powerful
ωRegular communication often unlocks 

collaboration opportunities
ωIt helps align expectations and build trust 

for multi-site studies



What I hope to work on next

38

My research focus

ωReal-world studies of effectiveness & safety 
evaluation of drugs in chronic diseases, 
especially type 2 diabetes, COPD, and 
hypertension

ωTarget Trial Emulation + robust causal 
inference in OMOP CDM data

How I want to contribute in 
OHDSI
ωJoin more APAC studies and collaborate 

across sites
ωShare my protocols and ideas
ωContribute to phenotyping, diagnostics, and 

methods discussions 
ωConnect with partners who are interested in 

similar chronic-disease drug questions
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Thank you

Xiaowei Chen
Peking University
chen_xiaowei@hsc.pku.edu.cn; chenxiaowei1108@163.com



APAC 2025 Closing



hI5{LΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ

To improve health by empowering a community to 
collaboratively generate the evidence that promotes 

better health decision and better care
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2025 OHDSI APAC Goals

Research Training Communication

Build research expertise and 
collaboration amongst the 
different chapters through 

publication

Milestones

ÅContinue and complete 2024 APAC 
Study (GLP-1 ALI)

ÅSelect and conduct 2-3 new network 
studies led by APAC

ÅStrengthen APAC presence in OHDSI 
Evidence Network

Create an APAC training program 
to expand reach to the general 
community and provide more 

opportunities for hands-on 
learning

Milestones

ÅFormalize an OHDSI/OMOP 
curriculum in APAC

ÅConduct a community-wide project 
on ETL and/or vocabulary mapping

ÅSupport update and localization of 
Book of OHDSI

Create collaboration activities 
that encourage collaborative 

generation and dissemination of 
evidence that promotes better 

health decisions and better care

Milestones

ÅHost APAC symposium and issue 
certificates for participation

ÅDistribute quarterly newsletters

ÅHost monthly community calls and 
scientific forums




