
OHDSI CDM WORKING 
GROUP GOALS, 
OBJECTIVES, AND AGREED 
UPDATES FOR CDM V5.5

Defining updates and objectives for  C DM version 5.5



AGENDA ITEMS

• 2026 Objectives and Key Results for CDM WG

• Community Feedback and Decision Process for  CDM v5.5

• Detailed Review of Candidate Additions to CDM v5.5

• Summary Table of Proposed Changes and Their Status

• Key Questions and Considerations for  Working Groups



2026 
OBJECTIVES AND 
KEY RESULTS 
FOR CDM WG



RELEASE OMOP CDM 
V5.5 WITH A FOCUSED, 
COMMUNITY-
VALIDATED, AND TIME-
BOUNDED PROCESS

Fo cu s ed  Re leas e Ap p ro a ch

T he  re le a s e  p ro ce s s is ca re f ul ly fo cus e d t o e ns ur e  

e ff ic ie n t  d e ve lo pm e n t a nd  d e plo ym e n t  o f O M OP 

CD M  v 5 .5 .

Co m mu n ity Valid at io n

T he re lea s e  is  v a l id a t ed by  t h e  co m m un ity  to  

ens ur e  q ua l i ty  an d br oa d  c ons ens us  on  t he OM O P 

CD M  v 5 .5 .

Tim e-B o u nd e d P ro ce ss

T he re lea s e  is  b ou nd  b y a  c lea r  t im el ine  to  

m a int a in pro ject  m om en tu m  a n d tim ely  d el iver y.



KEY RESULT 1: COLLECT 
STRUCTURED 
FEEDBACK ON V5.5 
CANDIDATE 
PROPOSALS

S tr uctured  Fe edba ck Co llection

Gather structu red an d docu men ted 

f eedback on  all  v5. 5  candidate proposals 

f rom  key stakeholders.

En gage ment with O HDS I G roups

In volve  O HDS I Workin g G rou ps , Technical  

Advisory  Board,  an d tool dev elopers in  

the f eedback process  by m id -2026 .



KEY RESULT 2: 
RESOLVE FEEDBACK 
INTO EXPLICIT 
DECISIONS 
(GO/MODIFY/DEFER)

Clea r Decis ion O utcome s

Trans lat e working group an d dev eloper 

f eedback in to explicit decisions  for each 

proposal by  mid -2026 .

Decis ion O pti ons Defined

De cis ion s in clude proce ed as -is,  modif y 

proposals,  or defe r to  f utu re releases or 

ext ension s.



KEY RESULT 3: SHIP AND APPROVE CDM 
V5.5 RELEASE WITH UPDATED TOOLS 
AND DOCUMENTATION

Rel ease Candi date De livery

De liv er a  can didate CDM v5.5  s of tware release wit h updat ed 

tools an d docu men tation.

S te ering  Committe e Approva l

O bt ain  f ormal approv al from  the Steerin g Com mit tee to  

f inalize the CDM v5.5  releas e.

M igra tio n Testing

Condu ct  com prehensiv e m igration  testin g to  en sure smooth 

tran sition to CDM  v5.5.

Community F eed back  Resolution

Su mm ariz e and re solv e comm un ity  f eedback t o improv e the 

CDM  v5. 5 release q uality.



COMMUNITY 
FEEDBACK AND 
DECISION PROCESS 
FOR CDM V5.5



STRUCTURED FEEDBACK 
COLLECTION FROM OHDSI 
WORKING GROUPS AND 
STAKEHOLDERS

Objective of  Feedb ac k Collectio n

Aim  to c ollec t structured , docume nte d fee dback  on 

al l v5.5 c andidate proposals fr om key  OH DS I 

sta ke holde rs  by m id 2026.

In vo lv ed  Stakeh olders

Engage  O HD SI Wor king Gr oups, Te chnic al  Advisory 

Boar d, and c ore  tool  developer s for  compr ehe nsive  

fe edbac k.

Timeline fo r Feed back

Fe edba ck c ollec tion sc hedule d be twe en Q1  and Q2 

of 2026 to ensure t imely evaluation of proposals.



TRANSLATION OF FEEDBACK INTO CLEAR 
OUTCOMES FOR EACH PROPOSAL

Clear Decision Categories

Feedback is categorized into go, modify, or defer decisions to clarify next steps for proposals.

Timeline for Implementation

The goal is to complete translation of feedback into decisions by mid-2026, ensuring timely progress.

Stakeholder Engagement

Working group and developer feedback are integral to shaping explicit outcomes for each proposal.



APPROVED/ NOT 
APPROVED 
CANDIDATE 
ADDITIONS FOR CDM 
V5.5



OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED 
CHANGES AND THEIR 
ENDORSEMENT PROCESS

End orsement an d Ap proval

Proposals  we re  endorse d at  the  2025 OH DSI 

Sym posium and appr ove d for feed back  by the  

Stee ring Comm itte e, pe nding wor kgroup review.

Prop osed Ad ditio ns Overview

Five optional , non-br eaki ng addi t ions  proposed for  

O MOP CD M ver sion 5.5 aim to enhanc e 

funct ional i ty w hi le ma intaining com pa tibi li ty.

Commun ity Feed bac k Pro ces s

The  CD M Wor king Gr oup is  col le ct ing fe edbac k 

fr om cr oss -com munity stake holde rs  to ensur e 

br oad input  on proposed cha nges.



SUMMARY OF 
ITEMS NOT 
APPROVED FOR 
V5.5

No t  Ap p r o ve d  I tems

S e ve r a l  p ro po se d  c ha ng e s  we r e  d isc us se d  b ut  

ult im a t e ly  no t a pp ro ve d  f or  v e rs io n 5 .5  d ur in g t he  

s ym p os ium .

Vis it  O ccu rr en ce  So u r ce Key

Pro p os a l t o a dd  v isi t  o ccu rre nce so ur ce  k ey  t o  

V IS IT _ OC CU RRE N C E  wa s  v ot ed  d ow n in t h e  

s ym p os ium .

P ol ymer ic  Key s in  Pr o ced u r e O ccu r r en ce

Ad ding  p o ly m er ic  k ey s t o 

PRO CE D U RE _ OC CU RRE N C E  wa s  p ro p os ed bu t  no t  

a pp ro ved  at  th e  s y m po s iu m .



DETAILED REVIEW 
OF CANDIDATE 
ADDITIONS TO 
CDM V5.5



ADDITION OF VISIT_OCCURRENCE_ID AND 
VISIT_DETAIL_ID TO SPECIMEN TABLE

Purpose of  Ad dition

Addin g visit_occu rren ce_id an d vis it _det ail_id l in ks 

specimen s t o patien t en coun ters f or better dat a 

in tegrat ion .

B enefits  of  Update

This u pdate in creases  analytic  us abil ity  an d supports 

m icrobial  and diagnostic w orkf lows eff ectively.

Implemen ta ti on Con sid eratio ns

ETL  proces ses req uire updat es an d two f ields are added to 

a l ight ly  u sed table,  with  low con troversy.



ADDITION OF 
VALUE_AS_DATE TO 
OBSERVATION 
TABLE

P ur p o s e o f  v alu e_ as _ d ate

Al low s st o ra g e  o f o b se r va t ion  v alu e s a s da t e s , 

s up po rt ing  e v e nt s l ik e  e xp e ct e d  d ue  d a t e s or  

p at ient  tim el in es.

Ad v an ta ge s

Fi l ls a  g a p by  s up po rt ing  d a t e  v a lu es a nd  en ab les  

rich er c l inica l  a n d con t ext ua l  d a ta  includ ing  s ur vey  

a nd  t e m p or a l ou t com e s .

Ch al len g es

In tr od uces  com p lexit y in ob ser va t ion  co nv ent ion s 

a nd  r equir es t ho ro ug h do cum en t at io n to  p rev ent  

m is us e.



ADDITION OF PACK_CONTENT VOCABULARY 
REFERENCE TABLE

Purpose of PACK_CONTENT Table

The PACK_CONTENT table provides structured data on multi-drug packs, enhancing drug pack handling accuracy.

Advantages of PACK_CONTENT

Improves vocabulary transparency without affecting patient-level ETL processes, ensuring seamless integration.

Considerations and Challenges

Requires additional table management and tooling adjustments to properly handle the new vocabulary data.



ADDITION OF VOCABULARY METADATA 
TABLES: CONCEPT_METADATA & 
CONCEPT_RELATIONSHIP_METADATA

Purpo se an d Ration ale

New  tab le s improve  tr anspa re ncy on conc ept  

origins  and m apping, support ing c om munity and 

LLM-gene rated  voc abula ries.

Ad vantages

Enhanc es voc abulary a uditabi li ty, re producibil i ty, 

and supports a dva nced  LLM -assiste d vocabulary 

gene rat ion m ethods.

Con sideratio ns

Adds complexity with two ne w tables  re quiring 

consistent  update s; som e da ta holder s  may not  use  

them.



ADDITION OF 
VALUE_SOURCE_CONCEPT_ID TO 
MEASUREMENT AND OBSERVATION

P ur p o s e o f  v alu e_ s o ur ce _c o nc ept _i d

Ca p t ure s  or ig ina l  s o urc e -le ve l  con ce p ts  for  v a lu e s in m e a su re m e n ts  an d ob s e rva t io ns , 

e nh a ncin g da t a  d e ta i l .

Ad v an ta ge s o f Ad d itio n

Im p ro ves  r epr es ent a tio n of co m plex qu est io n -a ns we r  p a ir s,  a id in g s urv e y  d at a  an d ICD  

co de int erp ret a t io n.

Ch al len g es  an d  Co n cer n s

In tr od uce s  con ce pt u al  con fus ion  r isk  a nd br e a k s st a nd a rd  s ou rce -t o-s ta n da rd  m ap p in g 

p at t e rn s in CD M .

Co m mu n ity an d  WG  Feed b ack

M ixed  v ot es  a nd  c al ls  t o  p os t po ne reflect  unr es olved  v o ca bula r y m od el ing  is su es a cro ss  

wo rk ing  g ro up s .



SUMMARY TABLE 
OF PROPOSED 
CHANGES AND 
THEIR STATUS



TABLE SUMMARIZING CHANGE, PATIENT DATA IMPACT, 
BREAKING STATUS, SENSITIVITY, AND APPROVAL STATUS

CH A N G E  PAT I E N T  D ATA ?  B R E A KIN G ? 
W G  S E N S IT I VI T Y 

LE VE L  
S T AT US  

Add visit IDs to SPECIMEN Yes No Low Strong support 

Add value_as_date to 
OBSERVATION 

Yes No Moderate Supported 

PACK_CONTENT table No No Low Supported 

Concept metadata tables No No Low Supported 

Add 
value_source_concept_id 

Yes No 
High (THEMIS, Vocab, 
Survey need alignment) 

Controversial 



KEY QUESTIONS AND 
CONSIDERATIONS 
FOR WORKING 
GROUPS



FEEDBACK AREAS: WORKFLOW IMPACT, CONVENTIONS, ETL 
BURDEN, GOVERNANCE, AND ALIGNMENT

Wo r kf lo w  I mp act

As se s s  i f  ch an ge s  a f fe ct  t h e  g ro up 's  d at a  or  a na ly tics  wor k flow s a nd  

o ve ra l l  pr od uct ivi t y .

Co n v en tio n s  C lar ity

E ns ur e  co nv ent ion s a re  c lea r, co ns ist ent , a nd  f ree  f ro m  a m b igu it ies  

a cro s s t eam s .

ETL  B u r d en  an d  Ris k

E va lua t e  po t e nt ial  E T L b ur de n s or  im p le m e nt a t io n ris k s int ro du ce d by  

p ro po se d  ch a ng e s.

G o ve rn an ce  an d  Ali gn m en t

Cla r if y go ver na nc e a t  v oc ab ula ry –CD M  b o und a rie s  a nd  d e t e rm ine  i f  

cr os s-g ro up a l ignm e nt  is  n eeded .



CONCLUSION: ADVANCING OHDSI CDM V5.5 THROUGH COMMUNITY-
DRIVEN ENHANCEMENTS

Strategic Objectives for 
2026

The OHDSI CDM Working Group 
sets clear goals for the 2026 

release to enhance data model 

capabilities.

Community Feedback 
Mechanisms

Open channels for community 
input help tailor CDM v5.5 to 

user needs and priorities.

Transparent Decision 
Process

The decision-making process is 
clear and inclusive, fostering 

trust and alignment within the 

network.

Commitment to Data 
Standards

Efforts focus on improving data 
standards and harmonizing 

practices across the OHDSI 

network.
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